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Sabah intensifying efforts to
identify local products as IP

RANAU: Sabah is strengthening
efforts to position local products
as valuable intellectual property
(IP) assets through strategic
protectionand commercialisation
initiatives, said Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Minister
Datuk Armizan Mohd Al

He said the ministry, through
the Intellectual  Property
Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO),
has launched the Intellectual
Property Roadshow Programme
to identify and empower local
products with strong commercial
potential.

Armizan said ownership
of [P, including geographical
indications (GIs), trademarks,
patents, and copyrights, could
enhance the competitiveness of
local products in both domestic
and international markets.

“Geographical indication
protection is among the most
strategic intellectual property
instruments in developing an
economy based on the identity,
reputation and uniqueness of
local products.

‘It also positions local
products as premium and high-
value products while creating
multiplier effects for surrounding
communities through tourism
and economic value chain
activities,” he said after visiting
the Sabah Tea Plantation here
on Sunday.

During the visit, Armizan
highlighted Sabah Tea as one
of the earliest success stories in
Sabah to utilise GI protection
to safeguard the identity of
products based on geographical
origin.

Operated by Desa Tea Sdn Bhd,
the plantation began operations

Sabah Tea Resort general manager Martin Kong (left) briefs Armizan (second
right) on the plantation’s products.

in 1973, with tea production
starting in 1978. The 6200-acre
plantation is surrounded by
more than 130 million-year-old
tropical rainforest.

Armizan said Sabah Tea had
gone beyond tea production
by developing an ecosystem
involving hospitality,
experiential tourism and
downstream products that
leverage its peographical identity
and reputation.

“As of April 2026, Malaysia
has recorded 130 registered
geographical indications, with 31
originating from Sabah, making
the state one of the major
contributors to the national Gl
portfolio,” he said.

Among Sabah's GI products
are Sabah Tea, Tenom Coffee,
Borneo Virgin Coconut Oil,
Sabah Seaweed, Tawau Cocoa,
Tambunan Ginger, and Batik

Sabah.

Armizan added that MyIPO
is currently developing the
Sabah Intellectual Property
Development Plan 2026-2030 to
further strengthen the state’s
intellectual property ecosystem.

He said the plan would focus
on enhancing IP protection, [P
valuation, [P-based financing
and expanding market access for
local products through strategic
Sabah branding,

“The plan will also identify new
Gl opportunities for high-value
products including highland
agricultural produce, seaweed
and handicrafts from local
communities.

“This is important to ensure
Sabah's biodiversity, cultural
heritage and local wisdom can
be translated into sustainable
economic resources that directly
benefit the people,” he said.
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KPDN Sibu: 12 items placed under SHMMP for Gawai Dayak

SIBU: Twelve items have been
placed under price control
for the Gawai Dayak Festive
Season Maximum Price Scheme
(SHMMP) in Sibu, said Ministry
of Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living (KPDN) Sibu chief Roslee
Maslie,

It is informed that the
items include live old chicken,
chicken  wings,  imported
buffalo meat from India, live
pigs (farm only), pork belly,
pork meat and fat, garlic from
China, imported round cabbage
from Indonesia and China

{excluding Beijing cabbage), dried
curly chillies, whole coconuts
(wholesale only), grated coconut
(retail only) and coconut milk
(retail only).

The SHMMP will be in force
from May 27 to June 4.

“Notices under Section 21
of the Price Control and Anti-
Profiteering Act zom will be
issued against any party found
to have raised prices drastically
and significantly.

“Strict action will be taken
against traders who fail to
comply with the regulations

under this scheme,” said Roslee
ina statement yesterday.
Traders found selling
controlled goods above the
maximum price could be fined
up to RM100.000, jailed up to
three years, or both, or issued
compound of up to RM50,000
while companies may be fined
up to RM500000 or issued
compound of up to RM250,000.
For failing to display pink
price tags for controlled goods,
individuals may be fined up to
RM10,000 or issued compound of
up to RM5,000, while companies

may be fined up to RM20,000
or issued compound of up to
RM10,000.

Consumers who encounter
traders  violating SHMMP
regulations may lodge complains
through the E2ADU app, KPDN's
website e-aduankpdn.gov.any, or
via email toe-aduan@kpdn.gov.
my.
%omplaints can also be made
directly at KPDN Sibu Office
on Level 1, Wisma Persekutuan
Blok 3 here, or by calling
084-335 622 oOr 019-279 4317
(WhatsApp).
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Tambah baik rantaian
logistik sektor agrikomoditi

Kuala Lumpur: Rantaian
logistik sektor agrikomo-
diti negara akan ditambah
baik melalui kerjasama
Kementerian  Perlada-
ngan dan Komoditi (KPK)
dan Kementerian Perda-
gangan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN),
susulan impak krisis be-
kalan global terhadap sek-
tor berkenaan.

Menteri Ekonomi Ak-
mal Nasrullah Mohd Nasir
berkata ini berikutan ke-
pentingan sektor itu yang
menyumbang kepada eks-
port negara selain turut
melibatkan pendapatan
pekebun kecil, aktiviti
perladangan, pemprose-
san, logistik dan industri
hiliran.

Beliau berkata unjuran
keseluruhan tahun 2026
menjangkakan eksport ag-
rikomoditi menyusut se-
banyak 13.48 peratus ke-
pada RM170.2 bilion ma-
nakala import berkura-
ngan 3.28 peratus kepada
RM72.47 bilion.

“Trend ini perlu diberi
perhatian kerana gang-
guan logistik, kenaikan
kos input dan tekanan
operasi boleh memberi
kesan langsung kepada
daya saing eksport serta
pendapatan pekebun ke-
cil,” katanya dalam Tak-
limat Krisis Bekalan Glo-
bal di laman Facebook ke-
menterian semalam.

Sementara itu, Akmal
Nasrullah berkata, kera-
jaan memberi jaminan
bekalan ubat-ubatan dan
peranti perubatan negara
kekal stabil serta terk-
awal, dengan langkah mi-

o

Kenaikan kos input dan
tekanan operasi beri
kesan langsung kepada
daya saing eksport
serta pendapatan
pekebun kecil”

Akmal Nasrullah

tigasi berterusan dilaksa-
nakan khususnya bagi
item kritikal dan berisiko
tinggi.

Beliau berkata perkara
itu dimaklumkan pada
Mesyuarat Majlis Tinda-
kan Ekonomi Negara
(MTEN) Bil 12 semalam
Kang turut bersetuju se-

arang pelarasan kos di-
buat secara bersasar, ber-
dasarkan tahap risiko dan
keperluan sebenar.

Sehingga 8 Mei lalu, be-
liau berkata sebanyak 72
peratus daripada keselu-
ruhan item ubat yang di-
rekodkan berada pada ta-
hap risiko rendah, 11.3 pe-
ratus tahap sederhana
dan 16.8 peratus tahap
tinggi yang memerlukan
pemantauan berterusan.

“Bagi peranti perubatan
pula, sebanyak 81.7 pera-
tus berada pada tahap ri-
siko rendah, 13.5 peratus
pada tahap risiko seder-
hana manakala 4.8 pera-
tus dikenal pasti berisiko
tinggi. Bekalan bahan
mentah dan komponen
utama berisiko tinggi aki-
bat kebergantungan ke-
pada sumber import,” ka-
tanya.
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Govt to expand diesel subsidy access
for commodity sector to ease
cost pressures — Akmal

KUAILA LUMPUR (May 25): The Nation-
al Energy Council (MTEN) has agreed to
strengthen logistics for the agri-commod-
ity sector, including enabling individual
traders to register as companies to qualify
for incentives under the Subsidised Diesel
Control System (SKDS) as cost pressures
mount amid the ongoing Iran war.

The move, to be implemented via collab-
oration between the Ministry of Plantation
and Commodities (KPK) and the Ministry of
DomesticTrade and Cost of Living (KPDN),
aims 1o ease rising operational costs across the
sector, Economy Minister Akmal Nasrullah
Mohd Nasir said during a global supply crisis
briefing streamed live on Monday.

The SKDS reflects the government’s shift
to targeted subsidies, channelled directly to
cligible sectors to help contain the cost of
essential goods and services. Under SKDS
2.0, implemented on June 10, 2024, eligible
businesses can purchase diesel at RM2.15 per
litre, subject to quotas and eligibility.

MTEN also agreed for KPK to explore
further medium- and long-term measures,
including tightening price controls and an-
t-profiteering enforcement on agricultural
inputs, while expanding palm oil exports
into new markets.

BY SYAFIQAH SALIM
theedgemalaysia.com

BERNAMA

Akmal said the sector is facing broad-
based cost pressures, with shipping costs to
West Asia surging 50% to 80% alongside
higher war risk premiums. Plantaton operat-
ing costs have risen 10% to 30%, while rub-
ber replanting costs have jumped up to 55%

Processing costs are also climbing, with
palm-based oleochemical production up
by as much as 30%, while fertiliser and
pesticide prices have surged up to 45.5%
and 37.5%, respectively.

The agri-commodity sector remains a
key export pillar, supporting smallhold-

ers as well as plantation, processing and
downstream activities, said the minister.

Total trade stood at RM271.64 billion
in 2025, with palm oil contributing 63.5%,
or RM124.89 billion, of exports.

However, performance weakened in the
first quarter (1Q2026) with trade falling
14.7% to RM47.38 billion as exports de-
clined across all major commodites, in-
cluding cocoa, rubber, palm oil, pepper
and timber.

Exports are now projected to contract
13.48% in 2026 to RM170.2 billion, while
imports are expected to ease 3.28% to
RM72.47 billion, highlighting the impact
of supply chain disruptions and rising costs
on competitiveness and smallholder incomes.

To cushion the impact, Akmal said the
government has rolled out measures in-
cluding targeted cash aid under the Budi
programme, bulk procurement of fertilisers
and pesticides to lower costs, and logistics
support such as levy and cess rebates for
returned cargo.

It is also promoting organic fertilisers to
reduce reliance on costly imports, along-
side deploying Soil Nutrient Probe (SNP)
technology in cocoa and pepper cultivation,
with plans to expand its use to other crops.
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Ministries to improve
agribiz logistics chain

KUALA LUMPUR: The Ministry of Plantation
and Commodities (KPK) and the Ministry
of Domestic Trade and Cost of Living
(KPDN) will collaborate to improve the
agribusiness sector’s logistics chain in
response to the impact of the global supply
crisis.

The Minister of Economy, Akmal Nasrul-
lah Mohd Nasir, said that the KPDN and KPK
will facilitate the registration of individual
traders as companies to enable them to also
receive incentives under the Subsidised
Diesel Control System (SKDS Diesel), subject
to eligibility, to address the impact of the
global supply crisis on the sector.

He said that the matter, which has been
agreed upon by the National Economic
Action Council (MTEN), is also in line with
the importance of the sector, which con-
tributes to the country's exports, as well as

all production, smallholders, supply stabil-
ity, and the country's export competitive-
ness.

“Any policy intervention will be imple-
mented cautiously, targeted, and data-dri-
ven.

“Assistance must reach those affected, at
the right time and in the most effective
form,"” he said.

In another development, Akmal Nasrul-
lah reported that port activities remain
resilient, with daily cargo handling surging
by 8.3 per cent to 848.9 thousand freight-
weight tons (FWT) and container volumes
rising by 8.3 per cent to 93.1 thousand
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) as of
April 2026.

He said Malaysia's maritime trade and
supply chain activities are still running
@smoothly, despite increases in shipping

with the income of smallholders, planta-c» )Costs, insurance premiums, and the risk of

tion activities, processing, loglsncs >
downstream industries. O

He said forecasts for 2026 antlcipate a
13.48 per cent decline in agricommodity
exports to RM170.2 billion, whﬂc imports
are expected to decrease by 3»28 percent to
RM72.47 billion. &

“This trend needsmbe gwcn attention
because logistical Gbsmpuons rising input
costs, and operational pressures can
directly impact export competitiveness and
the income'af smallholders,” he said during
the \'mual Global Supplv Crisis Briefing
held onthc ministry’s Facebook page.

f\kmal Nasrullah said that the KPK will
_comtinue examining other mitigation
mieasures, specifically for the medium- and
Tong-term, including strengthening price
controls and anti-hoarding measures for
agricultural inputs.
He said the ministry was also advised to
explore the potential to export palm oil
products to other countries to protect over-

global route disruptions.

The minister added that the aviation sec-
toris facing greater pressure, with daily air-
craft movements in April 2026 declining by
31.5 per cent to 2,464 following the cancel-
lation of West Asia routes.

Meanwhile, international air cargo han-
dling also fell by 14.3 per cent to 1,784 kilo-
grams (kg) in April.

“Similarly, domestic air cargo decreased
by 18 per cent to 420 kg due to the surge in
fuel costs and adjustments in airline oper-
ations,” he said.

Regarding electricity, Akmal Nasrullah
said the maximum demand in the week of
May 18 to 23, 2026, increased by 3.62 per
cent to 21,319 megawatts (MW), but
remained at a controlled level below the
system's maximum limit of 21,469 MW.

He said there has been no sudden
increase in electricity demand, and the
existing reserve capacity is still sufficient to
meet the current increase. -Bernama
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‘Vague pricing in eateries
risks violating consumer law’

#3 Practice leaves diners
vulnerable to unexpected
charges, says Fomca

i BY KIRTINEE RAMESH
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Restaurants that display
vague price ranges on menus without clearly
stating the final cost may be misleading
consumers and risking violations under the
Consumer Protection Act 1999 (CPA 1999), the
Federation of Malaysian Consumers
Associations (Fomca) said.

The consumer group added that the
growing practice of listing dishes such as fish
head curry at “RM20-RM35” without
explaining how the final price is determined
leaves diners vulnerable to unexpected
charges and undermines transparency in the
food and beverage industry.

Fomca CEO Saravanan Thambirajah said
consumers have the right to know exactly how
much they would be paying before placing an
order.

“Consumers have the right to know the
exact price of a product or service before
making a purchasing decision.”

He said displaying a broad price range
without specifying the basis of pricing could
potentially breach provisions under the CPA
1999 relating to false or misleading
representations.

His remarks follow complaints from
customers who claimed some eateries listed
menu items at fluctuating prices, causing
confusion as diners were unable to determine
the actual amount they would be charged.

One customer complained that restaurants
should display fixed prices instead of
estimated price ranges that vary according to
market conditions.

Saravanan said menus that display a price
range prevent consumers from accurately
estimating the final cost before ordering.

“This becomes problematic when the final
amount differs significantly from what the
consumer reasonably expected.

“Transparency is a fundamental principle
in consumer protection, and pricing
information should be clear, specific and easily
understood.”

He described situations in which diners

Saravanan called for stronger enfercement and monitoring of menu transparency, and compliance

with existing price display regulations. - ADAM AMIR HAMZAH/THESUN

only discover the actual price after the food
has been served as unfair and lacking
informed consent,

“Consumers should never be placed in a
situation in which they only discover the actual
cost after consuming the food, as they
effectively lose the opportunity to make a
proper choice or reject the purchase.”

He added that such practices could place
psychological pressure on diners, especially
families or groups, to pay despite feeling
uncomfortable or misled.

While acknowledging that seafood and
fresh produce prices often fluctuate according
to market conditions, he emphasised that
businesses cannot use this as justification for
vague pricing practices.

He urged restaurants to adopt clearer
pricing methods, including listing prices
according to weight or portion size, displaying
“market price” together with the current daily
selling price, verbally informing customers
before confirming orders, and updating
printed or digital menus regularly.

“The key principle is that consumers must
know the exact price before agreeing to
purchase the item.”

Saravanan also called for stronger

enforcement and monitoring of menu
transparency, and compliance with existing
price display regulations.

He said complaints involving unclear
pricing, hidden charges and discrepancies
between displayed and final prices continue to
surface from time to time.

“Many consumers may choose not to lodge
formal complaints due to the relatively small
amounts involved, although collectively these
practices could significantly affect consumer
trust and confidence

He added that consumers encountering
misleading or unclear pricing practices are
advised to lodge complaints with the Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Ministry.

Saravanan said without formal complaints,
authorities may not fully understand the
extent of the issue in the market,

He also encouraged consumers to seek
clarification before placing orders, photograph
menus or displayed prices as evidence,
request detailed receipts and report cases to
the National Consumer Complaints Centre for
assistance and advice,

“Transparent pricing benefits both
consumers and businesses because it builds
trust and prevents disputes.”
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