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Govt targets fleet card abuse

Hayati Dzulkifli
KOTA KINABALU:
The Ministry of
Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living
(KPDN) is drafting
a proposed specific
legal  provisions
under the Supply
Control Act 1961 to
tighten regulations "

of fleet card usage in relation to the dis-
tribution of fuel subsidies through the
Subsidised Diesel Control Scheme
(SKDS) and the Subsidised Petrol Control
Scheme (SKPS).

KPDN Minister Datuk Armizan Mohd
Ali (pic) said such move aims to estab-
lish a clearer, more comprehensive and
well-organised for the implementation,
regulation and enforcement of fleet card
usage in a stricter and more effective
manner.

He said the new regulations would
cover the responsibilities of fleet card
holders and oil companies which issue
the fleet cards, while also detailing
offences and penalties for any form of
subsidy abuse by misusing the fleet
cards.

“The government is committed to
ensuring that diesel and petrol subsidies
reach only the eligible groups and sec-
tors, while closing any loopholes that
could be manipulated by irresponsible
parties.

“As such, KPDN is currently drafting
the proposed specific regulations under
the Supply Control, following detection
of several modus operandi involving
leakages and misappropriation of sub-
sidised diesel and petrol through the
misuse of fleet cards.

“From 2023 until May 14, 2026, a total
of 223 fleet cards under the implementa-
tion of SKDS and SKPS had been blocked
after being detected involved in suspi-
cious activities and violations of misus-
ing the fleet card usage,” Armizan said.

He said this in a press conference that
was held in conjunction with the ‘Kita
Beli Barangan Malaysia (KBBM) pro-
gramme, officiated by Chief Minister
Datuk Seri Hajiji Haji Noor, at Sabah
International Convention Centre here on
Saturday.

—, To a question, Armizan said among

‘“the main offences identified from the 223
blocked fleet cards, was the use of sub-
sidised diesel purchased through fleet
cards by vehicles that were not registered
under the respective fleet cards.

“Such abuse of the fleet card is clearly
an offence because each fleet card is reg-
istered not only under the name of the
eligible company in the goods trans-
portation or public land transport sec-
tor, but is also specifically tied to
particular vehicles from 23 categories of
vehicles.

“There were also cases that we

detected, such as one in Johor recently,
where our enforcement officers uncov-
ered premises being used to store diesel
collected in small quantities. The diesel
was kept in large containers at the prem-
ises for certain purposes and for sale to
industries by imposing non-subsidised
pricing.

“We found three fleet cards at the
concerned premises which indicates that
one of the modus operandi involving
fleet cards is purchasing small amounts
of diesel repeatedly and then accumulat-
ing it at such premises.

“So, in certain cases, we immediately
blocked the fleet cards involved. That is
why it is important for us, at this stage,
not only to impose restrictions or block
the fleet cards but to introduce specific
regulations that are clearer and more
comprehensive to act as deterrent
against these violations and act of mis-
using the fleet cards,” he said.

According to Armzian, KPDN has
already prepared the draft regulations
and need to go through several
processes, including engagement ses-
sions with stakeholders.

“It must also go through the Regula-
tory Impact Analysis (RIA) process, as
well as, most importantly, engagement
with the Attorney General's Chambers.

“Only then can I bring the matter to
the Federal Cabinet before the regula-
tions are gazetted and enforced.

“However, at the KPDN level, we are
already prepared with the draft, and we
are aiming to complete all these
processes as quickly as possible so that
the regulations can be enforced immedi-
ately,” he said.

Previously, Armizan said the SKDS
fleet card system for the Goods Trans-
portation Sector was only implemented
in Peninsular Malaysia, and he is confi-
dent that with registration now opened
to Sabah, Sarawak and Labuan, its usage
will increase significantly.

“As such, the need to establish specific
legislation through dedicated regula-
tions under the Supply Control Act 1961
is extremely important and must be
expedited to deter misapcrropriation of
the fuel subsidies,” he sai

Armizan said KPDN will continue
strengthening monitoring and enforce-
ment at the ground level, and any party
found misusing fleet cards for the misap-
propriation of diesel and petrol subsi-
dies will face stern action.

He said the government will not com-
promise with any party attempting to
take advantage of the subsidy system
created to assist eligible rakyat and eco-
nomic sectors.

He also issued a stern reminder that
the government would continue ensur-
ing subsidies are channelled only to
those genuinely eligible, while safe-
guarding the interests of the rakyat and
the nation’s finances.
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Sherell Jeffrey

KOTA KINABALU: Local small entrepre-
neurs at the Inspirasi Beli Barangan
Malaysia programme said government-
organised trade events have helped boost
their sales and widen their reach, with
some Sabah products now finding buyers
as far as Australia,

Eddy Abdul, a small local entreprencur
who owns a hand-woven Siga business
based in Kota Belud, said the programme
helped him reach customers far from his
home base.

“Normally | operate in Kota Belud, but
when | come to Kota Kinabalu with wider
marketing exposure, it helps me expand
my market,” he said when met at his stall

Eddy was among small local entrepre-
neurs invited to participate in the pro
ramme hosted by the Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Ministry at the Sabah
International Convention Centre.

The opening ceremony was officlated
by Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor

Eddy said he received orders for his
product from as far as Australia after buy-
ers spotted the event online,

“People working there saw this activity,
contacted me and asked me to ship Siga
there," he said

He said the business was rooted in his
family's heritage. His mother had been
weaving and making Siga since he was
around 15 years old, a tradition now span-
ning roughly 2

“Even  thou am not fortunate
enough to work with any government
department, | took the oppaortunity from
what my mother was doing and made it
my full-time job," he said

“It has helped my own economy. | am
not tied to any employer and [ can manage
my life without too much pressure,” he
said. addine that about 85 per cent of the
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Eddy standing next to his stall.

materials used in his products are sourced
from other local Sabahan supplicrs

Small local entreprencur, Mohd Alj,
owner of Lados, a local sambal and condi-
ment brand, said the support from the
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Ministry
had made a real difference

“The Ministry has opened many oppor
tunities for us and boosted our sales," he
said, adding that their tuhau product has
become a trend

“Visitors to Sabah, especially those
from the Peninsula, now make it a sou
venir,” he said

He said this was not the first time he
had been invited to take part in govern-
ment-organised events, pointing out that
he had previously joined the Kamival Beli
Barangan Malaysia in Ranau, Kuching and
Pahang. where all his nroducts sold out

F
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§ Faerah (left) standing next to her stall,

*We brought many items to Kuching
expecting that whatever did not sell, we
would nts. But everything sold
out,” he said

He added that besides the Ministry,
other agencies including Fama under the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security,
as well as Sabah's Department of Industrial
Development and Research (DIDR) and
the State Industrial Development, Entre-
preneurship and Transport Ministry has
been very supportive,

“The Sabah Economic Deyvelopment
Corporation assisted us with our brand’s
halal certification and grants, while the
Malaysian  Agricultural Rescarch and
Development Institute conducted shelf
life testing for our Lados products,” he
said.

He said Tuhau, their brand's best-sell-

ing product, was once produced solely for
the Sabah market but had since attracted
fans across Sarawak and Peninsular
Malaysia, particularly alter the company
participated in the Malaysia Agriculture,
Horticulture and Agrotourism exhibition.

Another local small entreprencur, Sit
Faerah, who owns Fera Crafty, said the pro
gramme reflects a personal milestone for
her business

“This is the first time | have my own
booth under my own name. [ feel the pro
gramme really helped,” she said

She started her handicraft business in
2020 during the pandemic and said con-
sistent demand had kept her going

“If sales were not going well, I would
have stopped from the beginning," she
said. “Now with the government’s target
of bringing in millions of tourists. handi-

Online demand for Sabah products up

— ——

Mohd Ali standing next to his stall,

crafts definitely have more potential to
grow and bring more income for entrepre-
neurs like us,” she added.

She noted that {ree booth space pro-
vided at events like this was a relief for
small entrepreneurs, as rental
established venues were steep.

“I hope the government can give more
opportunities for small entrepreneurs like
us to sell at events like this" she said,
adding that she had been self-funding her
packaging costs and had not yet applied
for assistance from agencies such as DIDR

Her products, which include hand-
made resin crafts, beaded accessories and
handcrafted watches decorated with tra-
ditional beads, are currently sold within
Sabah, with materials sourced locally from
Kota Kinabalu and Kudat, and some from
Sarawak
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(Foto ihsan KPDN)

Dua lelaki seleweng
1,207kg minyak masak
bersubsidi ditahan

Pasir Mas: Kementerian Perda-
gangan Dalam Negeri dan Kos
Sara Hidup (KPDN) Kelantan me-
nahan dua lelaki serta merampas
1,207 kilogram (kg) minyak masak
bersubsidi di Banggol Chicha, de-
kat Pasir Mas, malam kelmarin.

Dalam Ops Tiris 4.0 (Bersepa-
du), pada jam 10 malam itu, dua
lelaki berusia 22 dan 27 tahun di-
tahan.

Timbalan Pengarah KPDN
Kelantan, Aswadi Jaafar, berka-
ta operasi dijalankan sepasukan
pegawai penguat kuasa KPDN de-
ngan Kkerjasama Pasukan Polis
Marin Wilayah 3, Pengkalan Ku-

bor selepas menerima maklumat
mengenai sebuah kereta Perodua
Alza disyaki digunakan untuk
aktiviti penyelewengan dan pe-
nyeludupan minyak masak ber-
subsidi ke negara jiran.

Katanya, pegawai serbuan Kke-
mudian mengekori kenderaan
terbabit dari Bulatan Lemal
menghala ke Rantau Panjang se-
belum pemandunya memandu
secara melulu dan berbahaya se-
baik menyedari kehadiran pihak
berkuasa.

“Kenderaan itu akhirnya ber-
jaya ditahan di hadapan sebuah
rumah dan pemeriksaan lanjut

menemukan sejumlah minyak
masak peket satu kilogram disim-
pan di bahagian tempat duduk be-
lakang serta bonet kenderaan.

“Hasil pemeriksaan menemu-
kan sebanyak 1,207kg minyak
masak bersubsidi kemudian disita
bersama sebuah Perodua Alza.

“Keseluruhan rampasan di-
percayai cuba diseleweng untuk
dibawa ke negara jiran,” katanya
dalam satu kenyataan semalan.

Beliau berkata, dua lelaki di-
tahan bagi membantu siasatan
mengikut Akta Kawalan Bekalan
1961 dan siasatan lanjut sedang di-
jalankan.
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Checks on
diesel
compliance
off Labuan

Ahmad Apong

LABUAN: The Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living Ministry (KPDN) Labuan branch
continues to strengthen the implementa-
tion of Ops Tiris 4.0 (Integrated) through
comprehensive inspections and monitor-
ing covering both land and surrounding
waters off Labuan.

Chief Enforcement Officer Amiluddin
Malang said an enforcement team was
deployed to conduct routine inspections
on bunkering vessels in Labuan waters.

He said the inspections were aimed at
ensuring activities involving the storage,
transfer and usage of diesel and other con-
trolled goods complied with existing laws
and regulations.

“The inspections are also intended to
curb any form of leakage, misappropria-
tion and abuse of subsidised controlled
goods, including unauthorised transfers,
suspicious storage activities and smug-
gling that could affect supply and market
stability,” he said.

Ops Tiris 4.0 (Integrated) is being car-
ried out continuously through strategic
cooperation with other enforcement agen-
cies to strengthen control over the sub-
sidised diesel distribution chain and
ensure government subsidies reach only
eligible groups and sectors.

Amiluddin added that another enforce-
ment team also conducted compliance
inspections at petrol stations and retail
premises around Labuan involving
domestic trade laws, including price tag-
ging compliance, the use of weighing and
measuring instruments, supply of essen-
tial goods and other regulations enforced
by KPDN.

Overall inspection results found that
the level of compliance among traders was
good and no enforcement action was
taken. No consumer complaints related to
the misuse of controlled goods or
breaches of domestic trade laws were
received throughout the operation.

Enforcement officers conducting
inspections aboard a vessel.
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The drums of petrol found floating in the river.

Found floating in Pitas river

18 drums filled with petrol

Patimang Abdul Ghani

KUDAT: A total of 18 drums, each with a
capacity of 200 litres and filled with
petrol, were found floating at the river
estuary of Kampung Pagason, Pitas near
here by the General Operations Force
(PGA) Kudat.

The Kudat branch of the Ministry of
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living
(KPDN) received the case handover under
the Control of Supplies Act 1961 from
Company C, Battalion 16, PGA Kudat.

KPDN District Enforcement Chief Offi-
cer Nazatul Shima Karim said the case
involved an ownerless seizure (RTT) and

controlled goods exhibits consisting of
3,600 litres of petrol estimated to be
worth RM7,164.

She said the immoral activity was car-
ried out in a rather remote area to con-
fuse authorities and conceal smuggling
activities from being detected by enforce-
ment agencies.

The department expressed its highest
appreciation to the PGA for its strategic
cooperation and proactive action in
strengthening and ensuring the success
of Ops Tiris 4.0 in comprehensively com-
bating any misappropriation of con-
trolled goods in the country.

2

“At the same time, KPDN remains com-
mitted to strengthening enforcement to
ensure the supply of controlled goods
remains secure and reaches the target
groups, especially in facing the chal-
lenges of economic uncertainty and the
global energy crisis, which place pressure
on supply chains and price stability.

“KPDN Kudat Branch also welcomes
cooperation from the public in channel-
ing information related to any misappro-
priation of controlled goods or
misconduct by traders through official
channels,” she said in a statement on Fri-

day.
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3,600 liter petrol ditemui di muara sungai di Pitas

Patimang Abdul Ghani
KUDAT: Sebanyak 18 tong berkapasiti 200
liter setiap satu berisi petrol ditemukan
terapung di muara sungai Kampung Paga-
son, Pitas, oleh Pasukan Gerakan Am
(PGA) Kudat,

Kementerian Perdagangan Dalam Negeri

dan Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN) Cawangan
Kudat menerima serahan kes di bawah Akta
Kawalan Bekalan 1961 itu daripada Kompeni
C, Batalion 16 PGA Kudat, pada Khamis
Ketua Pegawai Penguat Kuasa Daerah
KPDN Cawangan Kudat, Nazatul Shima
Karim berkata, kes berkenaan melibatkan

rampasan tanpa tuan (RTT) dan barang
kawalan berjadual iaitu petrol sebanyak
3,600 liter vang dianggarkan bernilai
RM7,164.

Menurut beliau, kegiatan itu dipercayai
dijalankan di kawasan terpencil bagi men-
gelirukan serta menyembunyikan aktiviti

penyelewengan daripada dikesan pihak
berkuasa. Pihaknya merakamkan peng-
hargaan kepada PGA atas kerjasama
strategik serta tindakan proaktif dalam
memperkasa dan menjayakan Ops Tiris
4.0 bagi membanteras sebarang aktiviti
penyelewengan barang kawalan.
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RM300k fuel bill sparks call for
subsidy for tourism operators

Lagatah Toyos
TAWAU: Sri Tanjong
Assemblyman Justin
Wong (pic) urged
both the Federal and
State governments to
expedite assistance
for tourism opera-
tors struggling with
rising diesel costs,
and to extend sub-
sidy mechanisms to mclud«. maritime
transport and island tourism.

He said operators are now fully bearing
diesel costs without government subsidies.

“I have been informed by an island
operator in Semporna that their monthly
diesel expenditure has surged to as much
as RM300,000 due to the absence of fuel
subsidies,” he said.

He added that island tourism operators
rely on diesel not only for land and sea
transport but also to power generators on
islands.

According to Justin, the Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Ministry (KPDN) had
implemented the Subsidised Diesel Con-

trol System policy for land transport vehi-
cles.

“If land transportation receives subsi-
dies, why is maritime transport being side-
lined?” he asked.

He said the current subsidised petrol
quota of 200 litres per boat it was insuffi-
cient for daily operations.

Justin noted that islands such as Sem-
porna and Kota Kinabalu are internation-
ally recognised tourist destinations that
receive large numbers of foreign visitors
daily.

“As an oil-producing state, continued
financial pressure on tourism operators
without subsidies will affect one of Sabah’s
key economic sectors,” he said.

He urged the State Government to
address the issue seriously to ensure sus-
tainable development of the tourism
industry.

He also questioned whether the Sabah
government had engaged with the Federal
Government on the matter, or was merely
remaining passive amid rising global fuel
prices caused by conflicts and geopolitical
tensions.
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