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CHECKS hy the Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living Ministry
(KPDN) in Penang continue to
intensify during the festive sea-
son to ensure prices remain
under control.

Its state director S. Jegan
said with Chinese New Year
approaching, it was essential to
monitor prices.

“We are monitoring through
continuous presence of uni-
formed enforcement personnel
on the field.

“Plainclothes personnel are
also around to conduct checks to
ensure consumers’ interest is
always protected,” he told a press
conference after inspecting a
sundry shop and checking on the
Rahmah sale programme along
Lebuh Chulia.

He said the inspection was car-
ried out following a complaint
from the Penang Hindu
Association on the alleged price
increase involving 15 types of
essential food items during
Thaipusam and Chinese New
Year.

“We visited various hotspots to
carry out inspections and
enforcement to ensure traders’
compliance with the legislation.

“Our price monitoring officers
were tasked with collecting and
recording information on the
prices of essential goods at the
premises involved.

“We collect data during visits
to over 45 public markets, 13
hypermarkets and 18 supermar-
kets,” he said.

Jegan urged the public to chan-
nel all complaints directly to the
ministry rather than via state-
ments or news reports.

“We encourage the public to
compare prices and make use of
the PriceCatcher app which is
our official platform, to pay less
for daily essentials.

“It allows users to compare
prices of daily necessities at vari-
ous business premises.

“This application displays price
information for over 400 items
collected by our price monitoring
officers nationwide on a daily,
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More checks for price data
as app aids wise spending

Ministry promotes digital tool for consumers to seek lower pricing, locations
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“We collect data
during visits to
over 45 public
markets, 13
hypermarkets
and 18
supermarkets.”
S. Jegan
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“Through this app, users can
check the latest prices based on
location, identify premises that
offer lower prices and plan their
spending wisely,” he said.
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So far, he said through enforce- (Top, right)
ment actions in Penang from Jan Jegan and KPDN
1 to 29 this year, a total of 6,384 officers checking
premises were screened to the price of

ensure that prices remained con-
trolled, supplies were sufficient
and there were no unreasonable
price increases.

On Rahmah sales, he said these
continued in various strategic
locations.

“This year, Rahmah sales are
set to be implemented 120 times
a month, but as of January this
year alone, it was carried out in
202 locations throughout the
state.

“Last year more than 2,000
programmes were implemented
involving 40 state constituencies
in Penang,” he said.

coconuts during
an inspection at
a sundry shop
holding a
Rahmah sale
(left) in George
Town, Penang.
— Photos: LIM
BENG TATT/
The Star
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0f subsidised
goods and leakages

Targeted subsidies must be
backed by robust enforcement

P Tiris — a nationwide operation to curb leakages in

subsidised goods — has brought renewed focus to

the protection of public funds, with enforcement

agencies seizing nearly RM179 million worth of mis-
appropriated controlled commodities between 2024 and Jan-
uary this year. This comprised RM91.59 million in 2024,
RMS81.69 million in 2025 and RM5.73 million last month, Berna-
ma quoted Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Ministry di-
rector-general (enforcement) Datuk Azman Adam as saying.
Beyond the statistics, the operation signals a more coordinated
and determined approach to closing long-standing subsidy
leakages. Diversions of subsidised goods happen because of at
least two reasons: firstly, controlled commodities are cheaper
than those sold across Malaysia’s borders, with the pricing
differentials making it very lucrative for smugglers; and sec-
ondly, our porous borders make enforcement a tough job. Add
to this the fact that Malaysia can’t do much about the price
differential, though free-market economists advocate a blan-
ket removal of subsidies. Such tribes must learn how to be
realistic rather than being driven by their unbridled capitalism

’ agenda.
Smuggling Tough though detection of
doesn’t just cross-border diversions are, op-
erations like Op Tiris demon-
happen at the strate that well-coordinated and

country’s borders... sustained enforcement works —
and Malaysia now has a credible
opportunity to strengthen sub-
sidy governance, improve targeting and ensure assistance
reaches those it is meant for. Op Tiris is also telling in another
way. The seizure of an average of RM7 million per month over
25 months points to stronger inter-agency coordination and
political will to act against abuse — a vital ingredientin gaining
public trust — rather than tolerate leakages as a cost of doing
business. Inspections, seizures, arrests, issuance of com-
pounds and prosecution point to intensification of inter-agen-
cy enforcement. If operation silo was the norm, today this is
being replaced by enforcement agencies coming together to go
after a national enemy: smugglers of controlled commodities.
According to Azman, petrol, diesel and cooking oil are the
most frequently diverted controlled items, although with in-
tensified inter-agency enforcement cases are on a downward
trend. We are glad the good news doesn’t just stop there. Firm
action is also being taken against companies, including re-
vocation and suspension of wholesale and retail licences, as
well as the suspension of Cooking Oil Price Stabilisation
Scheme System quotas for packaging companies found tobe in
breach of regulations, Azman said. We have a question though
for the ministry: why just suspension when the companies
have breached regulations? Given the dire situation we are in,
there should be none of them in business in the country.
Protecting subsidies protects the public — every ringgit pre-
vented from leakage is a ringgit preserved for households that
genuinely rely on subsidised essentials. The challenge now is
to build on this momentum — institutionalising safeguards so
that subsidy protection becomes the norm, not the exception.
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DBKL tutup empat
premis warga asing

Kuala Lumpur: Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur
(DBKL) menutup empat
premis perniagaan diken-
dalikan warga asing dalam
operasi bersepadu di Jalan
Taman Seri Sentosa, Sepu-
teh di sini, Khamis lalu.

Menurutnya, Operasi
Bersepadu Gasak KL Strike
Force Siri 1 Tahun 2026 itu
dilakukan bersama polis,
Jabatan Imigresen Malaysia
(JIM), Kementerian Perda-
gangan Dalam Negeri dan
Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN), Ja-
batan Kastam Diraja Ma-
laysia (JKDM) serta Suru-
hanjaya Syarikat Malaysia
(SSM).

Katanya, ia membabit-
kan pemantauan dan pe-
meriksaan ke atas aktiviti
premis perniagaan yang di-
kendalikan oleh warga
asing, premis tiada lesen,
menyebabkan  halangan
tred di tempat awam dan

kebersihan premis pernia-
gaan.

“Selain itu, ia memba-
bitkan suntikan tyhpod pe-
ngendali makanan, penjua-
lan barang kawalan, peng-
gunaan alat sukat dan tim-
bang, barangan tidak bayar
cukai atau duti eksais, gagal
mengemukakan dokumen
perjalanan atau permit ker-
ja, tiada pendaftaran sya-
rikat serta kesalahan lain,”
katanya dalam kenyataan
di laman sosialnya, sema-
lam.

Menurutnya, susulan itu,
DBKL mengenakan tinda-
kan tutup serta-merta ke
atas empat premis yang
menjalankan aktiviti pre-
mis perniagaan dikendali-
kan oleh warga asing dan
membuat satu tindakan si-
ta dan pindah halangan ke
atas premis yang membuat
halangan tred perniagaan
di tempat awam.
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TARIKH TAJUK PAUTAN MEDIA
MPPN Setuju Peraturan Ba- https://malaysiabangkit.com/
3-Feb  |haru KPDN Bendung Ke- | TeRr-setulu-peraturan-baharu: | yja AySIA BANGKIT
tirisan Subsidi RON95 kpdn-bendung-ketirisan-subsidi-
ron95/
https://
MPPN sokong larangan | utusantv.com/2026/01/29/
3-Feb pembelian RON95 oleh ken-| mppn-sokong-larangan- UTUSAN
deraan pendaftaran asing pembelian-ron95-oleh-
kenderaan-pendaftaran-
https://newswav.com/
E/IaF;aPr[]\l asﬁié,oenrgbléiaDnN’ article/mppn-sokong-kpdn-
3-Feb RONQ% Untuk Kenderaan larangan-pembelian-ron95- NEWSWAV
Plat Asing Waiar & Adil untuk-kenderaan-plat-asing
gvvaj -wajar-A2601_fJMxLH
https://
MPPN sokong KPDN rang- |\ V50830 oo
ka peraturan baharu kuat- 5
3-Feb sokong-kpdn-rangka- JENDELA MADANI
kuasa larang kenderaan as- n bah
ing beli RON95 befauran-banari:
kuatkuasa-larang-
kenderaan-asing-beli-
https://
Larangan pembelian RON95|www.astroawani.com/berita
kenderaan asing: MPPN -malaysia/larangan-
3-Feb sokong usaha KPDN, pembelian-ron95- ASTRO AWANI
langkah telus kenderaan-asing-mppn-
sokong-usaha-kpdn-
https://
Larangan kenderaan asing www.suarakeadilan.my/
3-Feb isi RON95: MPPN sokong post/larangan-kenderaan- SUARA KEADILAN
padu langkah KPDN asing-isi-ron95-mppn-
sokong-padu-langkah-kpdn
MPPN Sokong Tindakan Te-| https://thenews.com.my/berita-
) gas KPDN Hentikan Pem- |semasa/mppn-sokong-tindakan-
3-Feb belian RON95 oleh Kender- |tegas-kpdn-hentikan-pembelian- THE NEWS
aan Asing ron95-oleh-kenderaan-asing/
MPPN Sokong Usaha https://suaramerdeka.com.my/
3-Feb KPDN Perkukuh Larangan mppn-sokong-usaha-kpdn- SUARA MERDEKA

Pembelian RON95 Kender-
aan Asing

perkukuh-larangan-pembelian-
ron95-kenderaan-asing/
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MPPN sokong usaha KPDN
perkukuh larangan pem-

https://malaysiatribune.news/
berita-semasa/mppn-sokong-

3-Feb belian RON95 oleh kender- usaha—kpdn-.perkukuh-larangan- MALAYSIA TRIBUNE
aan asin pembelian-ron95-oleh-
9 kenderaan-asing/
. https://themalaysiapress.com/
3-Feb taezflgsgﬁgk’{)elnadnegrlfaar? V?/:Ijr;? Iarangan-kenderaan-as.ing-beli- THE MALAYSIA PRESS
ron95-langkah-wajar/
https://
Consumer group welcomes |www.theborneopost.com/20
) new regulation targeting for- | 26/01/30/consumer-group-
3-Feb eign-registered vehicles welcomes-new-requlation- THE BORNEO POST
buying RON95 targeting-foreign-registered-
vehicles-buying-ron95/
Larangan pembelian petrol https:/./www'd?g.angnews'com/
RON95: Majlis Penasihat article/terkini/larangan-
3-Feb Pengguna Negara sokong pembel'lan—petrol—ron95-ma|Ils— DAGANG NEWS
langkah KPDN penasihat-pengguna-negara-
sokong-langkah-kpdn-64440
https://
Negara berpotensi jimat - www.sinarharian.com.my/
3-Feb hingga RM1 bilion article/76612l/berita'/'r?asional/ SINAR HARIAN
negara-berpotensi-jimat-
sehingga-rm1-bilion
https://www.nst.com.my/amp/
3-Feb Cooking oil reforms win fans|news/nation/2026/01/1367629/ NST
from shops to households | cooking-oil-reforms-win-fans-
shops-households
https://
www.sinarharian.com.my/
Subsidi minyak masak ber- | article/766116/suara-sinar/
3-Feb sasar, tuai pelbagai reaksi | analisis-sinar/subsidi-minyak- SINAR HARIAN
masak-bersasar-tuai-pelbagai-
reaksi
https://www.bharian.com.my/
. berita/
3.Fep |Peniagatakbolehtutupma-| .0 o006/01/1503267/ BERITA HARIAN

ta ketirisan minyak masak

peniaga-tak-boleh-tutup-mata-
ketirisan-minyak-masak
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Warga Asing Tidak Dibenar
Beli Minyak Masak Peket

https://
malaysiaaktif.my/2026/01/warga

3-Feb Bersubsidi Berkuat Kuasa 1 -asing-tidak-dibenar-l:?e!i-minvak- MALAYSIA AKTIF
Mac 2026 masak-peket-bersubsidi-berkuat-
kuasa-1-mac-2026/
https://
Warga asing dilarang beli www.suarakeadilan.my/
3-Feb |minyak masak bersubsidi post/warga-asing-dilarang- SUARA KEADILAN
mulai 1 Mac beli-minyak-masak-
bersubsidi-mulai-1-mac
https://berita.mediacorp.sg/
Warga asing dilarang beli  |dunia/warga-asing-dilarang-
) minyak masak paket ber- beli-minyak-masak-paket-
3-Feb subsidi Malaysia berkuat bersubsidi-malaysia- MEDIA CORP
kuasa 1 Mac berkuat-kuasa-1-mac-
1003456
M%}?acdarBa\aazrr:jggr)]eSZjeanl?l’ https://siraplimau.com/jejak-
3-Feb Pembelian Minyak Masak pembellan—rglr)(\j/g/lk-masak- SIRAP LIMAU
Subsidi SUbsSIdy
https://
www.utusan.com.my/
nasional/2026/01/3-4-juta-
. . . warga-asing-tidak-boleh-
3.4 juta warga asing tidak beli-mi
N eli-minyak-masak-peket/?
3-Feb boleh beli rg;(ne)f[ak masak utm_source=rss&utm med UTUSAN
P um=rss&utm campaign=3-
4-juta-warga-asing-tidak-
boleh-beli-minyak-masak-
peket
https://ohmedia.my/
Hanya Imbas MyKad Ba- trending/hanya-imbas-
3-Feb |haru Bagi Pembelian Minyak mykad-baharu-bagi- OHMEDIA
Masak Subsidi pembelian-minyak-masak-
subsidi/
https://berita.rtm.gov.my/
Larangan warga asing beli |nasional/senarai-berita-nasional/
3-Feb | minyak masak subsidi demi | senarai-artikel/larangan-warga- RTM
kepentingan rakyat asing-beli-minyak-masak-subsidi-
demi-kepentingan-rakyat/
KPDN warta larangan warga E_ttM /202
asing beli minyak masak pa- www.utusanborneo.com.my,
3-Feb 6/01/29/kpdn-warta-larangan- UTUSAN BORNEO

ket bersubsidi bermula 1
Mac

warga-asing-beli-minyak-masak-
paket-bersubsidi-bermula-1-mac
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https://www.thestar.com.my/
‘Cooking oil subsidy for citi- news/nation/2026/01/30/
3-Feb zens only’ cooking-oil-subsidy-for-citizens- THE STAR
only
https://
430kg minyak masak ber- | themalaysiapress.com/430kg-
3-Feb subsidi disita KPDN | minyakemasak-bersubsidi-disita-| |11 MA-AYSIA PRESS
kpdn/
https://
Dua peniaga diambil tinda- | sabahmedia.com/2026/01/30/
3-Feb kan jual barang kawalan | dua-peniaga-diambil-tindakan- SABAH MEDIA
tanpa lesen di Sandakan |jual-barang-kawalan-tanpa-lesen
-di-sandakan/
https://
KPDN conducts 1,029 in- www.dailyexpress.com.my/
) spections, seizes news/274924/kpdn-conducts-1-
3-Feb | RM726,375 worth of goods | 029-inspections-seizes-rm726- DAILY EXPRESS
since Jan 1 in Sandakan |375-worth-of-goods-since-jan-1-
in-sandakan/
https://
3-Feb Dua peniaga disiasat jual |www.tvsarawak.my/2026/01/29/ TVS
barang kawalan tanpa lesen |dua-peniaga-disiasat-jual-barang-
kawalan-tanpa-lesen/
https://www.astroawani.com/
MyCC siasat lebih 500 syari-|video/video-terkini-x7siol/mycc-
3-Feb kat kes tipuan bida siasat-lebih-500-syarikat-kes- ASTRO AWANI
tipuan-bida-x9ysrsi
https://berita.rtm.gov.my/
Lebih 500 perusahaan disia-|nasional/senarai-berita-nasional/
3-Feb | sat MyCC bagi kes antiper- senarai-artikel/lebih-500- RTM
saingan perusahaan-disiasat-mycc-bagi-
kes-antipersaingan/
https://
KPDN serbu restoran guna malaysiaga-
3-Feb logo halal tidak sah, pamer | zette.com/2026/01/29/kpdn- MALAYSIA GAZETTE
ayat al-Quran serbu-restoran-guna-logo-halal-
tidak-sah-pamer-ayat-al-quran/
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