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Kumpulan kerja teknikal
bangun pelan komprehensif
stabil harga barang di
Sabah, Sarawak: Fuziah

KUALA LUMPUR: Ke-
menterian Perdagangan
Dalam Negeri dan Kos
Sara Hidup (KPDN) telah
menubuhkan satu kumpu-
lan kerja teknikal bagi
membangunkan pelan
tindakan komprehensif
untuk menstabilkan harga
barangan di Sabah dam
Sarawak.

Timbalan Menteri
Perdagangan Dalam Neg-
eri dan Kos Sara Hidup
Datuk Dr Fuziah Salleh
berkata kumpulan itu
yang turut disertai pemain
industri, antara lain akan
melihat aspek kecekapan
struktur kos logistik,
pémantapan rantal yang
berkala serta mengopti-
mumkan penghantaran
antara wilayah,

Beliau berkata langkah
itu diambial susulan hasil
dapatan kajian penstabilan
harga vang dilaksanakan
bagi Sabah, Sarawak dan
Wilayah Persekutuan yvang

menunjukkan komponen
logistik dan pengangkutan
merupakan penyumbang
terbesar kepada perbez-
aan harga barangan antara
wilayah.

“Ini antara intervensi
vang telah dilakukan oleh
kementerianuntuk memas-
tikan bahawa kita cakna
dengan realiti sebenar kos
sara hidup,™ katanya men-
jawab soalan Datuk Seri
Dr Shahidan Kassim (PN-
Arau) berhubung cadangan
melaksanakan audit harga
barangan asas Khususnya
sabah dan Sarawak serta
usaha memerang: kartel
orang tengah bagi men-
gurangkan kenaikan harga
barang di Dewan Rakyat
semalam.

Fauziah berkata antara
tindakan lain kementerian
adalah pelaksanaan pro-
gram pengedaran barang
perlu di seluruh negara
terutamanya di Sabah dan
Sarawak. — Bernama
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Action plan to stabilise prices of goods

KUALA LUMPUR : The Ministry

of Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living (KPDN) has established a

-mechnical working group to develop

a comprehensive action plan
to stabilise prices in Sabah and
Sarawak.

Deputy Minister Datuk Dr

Fuziah Salleh said the group, which

includes industry players, will
examine logistics cost efficiency,
strengthen supply chains and

optimise inter-regional distribution.
She said findings from a price
stabilisation study conducted in
Sabah, Sarawak and the Federal
Territories showed that logistics
and transportation costs are
the main contributors to price
differences between regions.
“This is among the interventions
taken by the ministry to ensure
we are responsive to the real cost-
of-living situation,” she said in

reply to Datuk Seri Dr Shahidan
Kassim (PN-Arau), who raised the
proposal for an audit of essential
goods prices in Sabah and Sarawak
and efforts to combat middlemen
and cartels in the Dewan Rakyat
yesterday.

Fuziah added that the ministry
is also implementing essential
goods distribution programmes.
nationwide, particularly in Sabah
and Sarawak. - BERNAMA
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N. Sembilan packet cooking oil retailers told to provide log books for buyers without eCOSS app

SEREMBAN: Business premises
that have a licence to sell one-
kilogramme packets of cooking
oil in Negeri Sembilan have been
asked to provide a logbook for
manual purchases, especially for
senior citizens who do not have
theCookingOil PriceStabilisation
Scheme (eCOSS) application.

Negeri Sembilan Ministry
of Domestic Trade and Cost
of Living (KPDN) director

Muhammad Zahir Mazlan said
a letter on the matter had been

distributed to all premises in the
state on Dec 16 last year before
the full implementation takes
effect this March 1.

He said his side had previously
actively advocated the use of
the application and requested
cooperation from all premises to
implement the use of eCOSS to
curb leakage.

“Announcements and
notifications to all traders
including supermarkets are
required to prepare a logbook to

record transactions manually.

“Consumers need to show
their identification cards, then
fill out a logbook for each
purchase of packet cooking oil
and at the same time, KPDN
advises users to download the
eCOSS application to facilitate
the purchase of packet cooking
oil in the future” he told
Bernama,

Muhammad Zahir said as of
Eeb 11, a total of 121,603 users in
the state were registered with

eCOSS, and this is expected to

increase in the future.
Meanwhile, Bernama's
observations at business

premises and convenience stores
around Seremban found that
there were still users, especially
the elderly, who were unable to
buy packet cooking oil because
they did not have an eCOSS
account.

In fact, the premises also did
not provide a logbook to allow
transactions to be carried out

manually, with the excuse that
no information was received
from the management.

A senior citizen who wanted
to be identified as Tan, 65, said
he did not have a smartphone to
download the application, thus
preventing him from buying
packet oil.

“T hope the shop can provide
other alternatives so that senior
citizens like me can buy without
having to scan the QR code” he
said.

The same fate also befell
Nancy, 67, who had to ask
her daughter for help to
buy the packet oil because
she did not know about the
application.

The eCOSS application is a
digital platform introduced
to record and manage the sale
of subsidised one-kilogramme
packet cooking oil, with the aim
of curbing leakage and ensuring
that supplies reach eligible
consumers. — Bernama
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Leong Hup seeks
judicial review
on MyCC'’s
RM157 mil fine

BY JOHN LAI
theedgemalaysia.com

KUALA LUMPUR (Feb 24): Leong
Hup International Bhd (KL:LLHI) has
initiated court proceedings to challenge
the Competition Appeal Tribunal’s re-
cent decision to uphold a multi-million
ringgit fine imposed by the Malaysia
Competition Commission against its
subsidiary for price-fixing.

Its chicken feed subsidiary Leong
Hup Feedmill Malaysia Sdn Bhd (LFM)
is seeking permission to commence a ju-
dicial review of the tribunal’s decision.
The company has also applied for a stay
of proceedings, requesting the court to
put on hold the financial penalty and
all related enforcement actions until the
legal review is concluded.

The move comes after the tribunal on
Feb 11 dismissed appeals from four major
feed millers, including Ieong Hup, against
a landmark ruling made by the MyCC.

The commission had, in Decem-
ber 2023, imposed an aggregate fine of
RM415.5 million — the largest in Ma-
laysian history — on five feed millers
after finding them guilty of forming a
chicken feed cartel. The firms, includ-
ing the four major feed millers who later
appealed the case, were accused of coor-
dinating price increases between Janu-
ary 2020 and June 2022, which MyCC
said had artificially inflated the cost of
poultry production and impacted con-
sumer prices.

The five feedmillers controlled about
40% of the market during the probe pe-
riod. The four of them who appealed the
ruling — LFM, Dindings Poultry De-
velopment Centre, FFM Bhd, and Gold
Coin Feedmills (M) Sdn Bhd —faced a
combined fine of RM367 million.

Of the four, Leong Hup bears the
largest share of the penalty, at RM157.5
million. LLeong Hup has maintained that
the allegations are without merit.

Its share price closed one sen higher at
79.5 sen on Tuesday, valuing the group
at RM2.91 billion. The stock has gained
27.2% over the past one year.

% 12 Things You Must Know About A Stock
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