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Whistleblower protection, rewards proposed under Competition Act amendments — Armizan

PUTRAJAYA: The provision
of protection and rewards for
whistleblowers is among the
proposed new provisions under
the Competition Act 2010 (Act
712), which is in the final stage
of amendments, said Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living
Minister Armizan Mohd Ali.

He said the Cabinet has
iven policy approval for the
Emend?noenctz, vpvgile the draft
bill (Blue Bill) is in its final stage
of refinement before being
resubmitted to the Cabinet.

He said the Blue Bill has
received clearance from the

Ramadan. However, for tabling
in Parliament, it appears it will
be at the next sitting, as the
Dewan Rakyat session ends next
Tuesday (March 3)" he said.

He said this at a press
conference after the signing
ceremony of a Letter of
Understanding (LoU) between
the Ministry of Youth and
Sports (KBS) and the Malaysia
Competition Commission
(MyCC) here today. Also present
was Youth and Sports Minister
Dr Mohammed Taufiq Johari.

Armizan said the amendments
comprise 14 proposed new

Attorney Generals Chamb

pro and impro to

and is expected to be tabled
in the Cabinet towards the end
of Ramadan before being
presented at the next Parliament
sitting.

“Texpect to bring this Blue Bill
to the Cabinet either as soon as
possible or towards the end of

strengthen the legal framework
relating to competition and to
empower MyCC in combating
cartel practices, as well as to
reinforce a fair, transparent and
competitive market ecosystem.
He said Act 712 currently
has no specific provisions on
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whistleblower protection, while
the Whistleblower Protection
Act 2010 (Act 711) does not apply
to enforcement by MyCC.

This is because action under
the Competition Act 2010 is
civil in nature, whereas Act 711
only covers exposes relating
to disciplinary and criminal
offences.

“This proposal will give
direct authority to MyCC to
protect whistleblowers. This

includes safeguarding the
confidentiality of their identities
and any information that could
lead to the disclosure of those
identities, whether in MyCC
proceedings, the Competition
Appeal Tribunal, or any civil and
criminal proceedings under Act
712" he said.

Armizan said the proposal
for rewards would empower
MyCC to offer incentives to
any individual who provides
information, assistance or
inquiries that lead to the
discovery of a violation or
conviction under Act 712.

“This approach is expected
to attract more proactive
cooperation from the public and
industry players, particularly in
uncovering bid-rigging cartels
and problematic monopolistic
practices that are becoming
increasingly complex,” he said.

On the LoU, Armizan said the

strategic collaboration reflects a
whole-of-government approach
to enhance the effectiveness of
efforts to curb cartel practices
or bid-rigging in  public
procurement processes.

He said the collaboration
between KBS and MyCC is the
sixth LoU signed, following
earlier agreements with the
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Investment,
Trade and Industry, Ministry
of Science, Technology and
Innovation, and the Federal
Territories Department.

“Through this LoU, MyCC
and KBS have set cooperation
in three main scopes, namely
the preparation of preliminary
assessment reports on elements
of bid-rigging in procurement,
periodic training services for
procurement officers at KBS
and its agencies, and advisory
services on any competition-

related issues and risks in the
procurement process,” he said.

The LoU was signed by KBS
secretary-general Datuk Dr
Nagulendran Kangayatkarasu
and MyCC chairman Tan Sri
Idrus Harun.

Meanwhile, Mohammed
Taufig said KBS has a large
procurement scale involving
about 50 tenders and an average
of 300 direct quotations,
making the move important to
ensure every process is carried
out transparently and with
integrity.

“With the signing of this LoU,
KBS will be better prepared to
ensure there are no leakages,
especially in projects under the
ministry, as cartel practices and
other improper acts ultimately
lead to sick projects and hinder
efforts to develop youth and
empower national sports’ he
said. —Bernama
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Whlstleblower protection, rewards
under Competltlon Act amendments

PUTRAJAYA: The provision of protection
and rewards for whistleblowers is among
the proposed new provisions under the
Competition Act 2010 (Act 712), which is in
the final stage of amendments, said
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living Minister
Armizan Mohd Ali.

He said the Cabinet has given policy
approval for the amendments, while the
draft bill (Blue Bill) is in its final stage of
refinement before being resubmitted to
the Cabinet.

He said the Blue Bill has received clear-
ance from the Attorney General’s Cham-
bers and is expected to be tabled in the
Cabinet towards the end of Ramadan
before being presented at the next Parlia-
ment sitting,.

“I expect to bring this Blue Bill to the
Cabinet either as soon as possible or
towards the end of Ramadan. However, for
tabling in Parliament, it appears it will be
at the next sitting, as the Dewan Rakyat ses-
sion ends next Tuesday (March 3),” he said.

He said this at a press conference after
the signing ceremony of a Letter of Under-
standing (LoU) between the Ministry of
Youth and Sports (KBS) and the Malaysia
Competition Commission (MyCC) here
today. Also present was Youth and Sports
Minister Dr Mohammed Taufiq Johari.

Armizan said the amendments com-
prise 14 proposed new provisions and

improvements- to snenqthen the, legal ,
framework lelatmg to competitionand to

empower MyCC in combating cartel prac-
tices, as well as to reinforce a fair, transpar-
ent and competitive market ecosystem.
He said Act 712 currently has no specific
provisions on whistleblower protection,
while the Whistleblower Protection Act

2010 (Act 711) does not apply to enforce-
ment by MyCC.

This is because action under the Com-
petition Act 2010 is civil in nature, whereas
Act 711 only covers exposes relating to dis-
ciplinary and criminal offences.

“This proposal will give direct authority
to MyCC to protect whistleblowers. This
includes safeguarding the confidentiality
of their identities and any information that
could lead to the disclosure of those iden-
tities, whether in MyCC proceedings, the
Competition Appeal Tribunal, or any civil
and criminal proceedings under Act 712,”
he said.

Armizan said the proposal for rewards
would empower MyCC to offer incentives
to any individual who provides informa-
tion, assistance or inquiries that lead to the
discovery of a violation or conviction
under Act 712.

“This approach is expected to attract
more proactive cooperation from the public
and industry players, particularly in uncov-
ering bid-rigging cartels and problematic
monopolistic practices that are becoming
increasingly complex,” he said.

On the LoU, Armizan said the strategic
collaboration retlects a whole-of-govern-
ment approach to enhance the effective-
ness of efforts to curb cartel practices or
bid-rigging in public procurement
processes.

\He said the collaboration between KBS

’and MyCC is the sixth LoU signed, follow-

ing earlier agreements with the Ministry of
Finance, Ministry of Health, Ministry of
Investment, Trade and Industry, Ministry of
Science, fechnologv and Innovation, and
the Federal Territories Department. -
Bernama

UNIT KOMUNIKAS| KORPORAT




~ HARI: JUMAAT
9 #& TARIKH: 27/2/2026

SIN . CHEW ' DAILY M/SURAT: 11

M ok &
(A4 ) it
(mw# e b
L) GEFEEE
BEFLALR
AR A, M
EREEL:
%iﬁ%%%k
oA R i 3E
( HarsLE )

BT R R IR R

3k : R HEEE

(#2683 ) BT H A o AR 0 RESSTE T WS DU ) R;§%$§¢ﬁgﬁﬁ% %Zf
3 1 35 ﬁA" [URATShJE T ICIFERT, 711344
( if‘:ﬁ fﬁ%ﬁﬁ; ’Lﬁz;i ) i PR AR IS S A (UER TSN SR
1,,”&)1% AR, 1oL R t‘f’f’éﬂ (M»((‘) B I R AR R R T & S B R
4 LA, BER - wan, Rk R R, KRR AIRETRL ., ST L
SAF QAR B KBBR8 & R AR SRR T 1284 1A 0 AT B
. T"“‘IE$@€14%‘?$TA WA R T, (R 55 R AEAT
flinist , PN A 7RO R FTHEAE T Bk G EE, BEEma14m  TIEREHLISAEE, "
BECRBIER, MERERUEIME  gad S ke i, %F %%k, i
HE (RAREIREEE) i, BUT  mocoms o hewmms 20 S m ety 8 e, Mmﬁﬁ
BAEROI GRS Ml . B, %y JFRbAT B ELE A2y TERUTT AR % sk 1R A B e
REZ, i A R fil. :
CEUT S S PR AT A e, ERT71284 054 0 T3 T TR Bl 2 AR DI

FLICRBNI, £ TIREES, g e, m (20107 HE BB AE, 15 T H
MFAK TS BET T8 sk (71064 ) ke  EAMBEIT A,

UNIT KOMUNIKAS| KORPORAT




LR

SIN CHEW DAILY

(fikk2e HIR) AR
Sy B A 1 SRS SR 4
th, (201054 ) (712
B4 ) BB IE R A RSB
B, BIEABEEERT L
Jaly 2 0 AR

finist. P18 E 76K 2 |
HEAE TR ABIES, MR
HHEFEREE (AURRERE
2 ) M, SRR
HeSHgiiac i, RiEiE R
e A

IR R ek A
He H R SR R BRI N ]
ETREESZ, HTEKT
WEESE T R4, A

HARI:

JUMAAT

TARIKH:

27/2/2026

M/SURAT:

7

B AZREREMER

PaKeh: £REE

S AR AT 25 A0 T U2 30 i
o "

il H 3 4E B AT
SRSBTEFERSE (MyCC) %
B R L R
AT ) 2

B ERBE14HFRK

B o o5 A e . 1B R AL
VATH A3k, B LN 38 4 ik

AERIERRE

HREES WM KYERERE
Tk 2B WP I 17 20, JF 3l
AT, EWHBRAATES L ET
BB RS.

flofsede, ERT7I28:40H
KT B A 1 LR
M 20102435 # {4 )
(71134 IFRERZER S
ROPMEE TR AR SE i 4 R
e fTsh)m FREMER, M7l

4 (0E T T 42 He Ak 4 ok T
{IEE =N

“ZREMRTERSH
He WUk A 25 4R 4, 357
VFIL . a4 L URH 4 b ok A 4
712354 AT B AT A [ o)
VR, (R B o B AT Al |
fERE S MER. 7

fln 356, = T K&K,
15 V2 LA AR B sk B
B BT e 4 17 Ok i 8 %
B R A G AR .

R R TS B R 4
ARl R A,
S AE TN 35 5 AR a0 2B T
Jrid. "

UNIT KOMUNIKAS| KORPORAT




HARI: JUMAAT

w&&m@@@& TARIKH: 27/2/2026

M/SURAT: 2

TAMIL MAKKAL ¥ OSAI

5 WL GgTied, Lesed 65l6med 2 ILITeY 1
LS 6fllemed L6V

\‘y 4-\

y&rrelgguim, 191, 27-

mBr_ige0 Aiireufl 26 (6D WMITE 494D
Gsd eusnrulleones eTAGILINmET eflewen o~ 3
wrHprseneT B Senwss HHlelSssI.
B senrg. SushHu wWEaAWTENED esed aflened
S (m&E 5 s1e 2 wihg 3.04 AdliL s
HliewulsasiuL_(Hereng.

21C5Beusmenuiled LT, Freums, 6ONL|eUT6H
LGHaafled e eflenev wrbHmles
oL L (h&@ 2.15 AmdlLtaGe QFT_irdnsi.

QuL_Cyred ellemevemLs QUTnISSeuemT
Crresro7 euens QL _Crmed 5 snsr 2 wiThg)
L (H&E) 3.15 Mrudli g hH@w wresflub
Beveong Grrennos GlLL_Grmed 5 snar e wiihg)
eI (& 2.59MmdLigh@b eSbHLenes
Qriwiu@b. BHUSeD Lbigo5 HiL Sl
& wresflwb Gunibd Crreios QuL_CrreSebr
eflemev eSlL_L(h&& 1.99 Ml etebtip Liswipw
NeweoulGeoCu By &fmsg. 2 vsemrellw s&&m
sT6voTG 6T 65163760 LOMMHDEISHENETTE
setnanenilEg) eu@bD STEThSD, s el
BeVEnETS HmHSH60 Oane®h Pbs ellene
wrhpissans Qeigstangns Fl&l oemnés

(AEILNETY R

UNIT KOMUNIKAS| KORPORAT




. K

. 3 & -

Tt wari

KEMENTERIAN PERDAGANGAN DALAM NEGERI
DAN KOS SARA HIDUP

e
e
| Ay

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT



TheStar

HARI:
TARIKH:

JUMAAT

271212026

M/SURAT:

14

The future is here, just wave it

Once cash was king, now Malaysians can't leave home without their smartphones.

HERE’S what I noticed recently.
We now “wave” our smartphones
more often than we wave hello.

This is simply because we have
gone cashless. E-payments have
taken over our lives to the extent
that the smartphone is now your
most important possession.

Think about it. Your e-wallet or
digital credit card pays for
everything. From refuelling your
car via Budi95 and paying for
parking to converting your avail-
able balance to a foreign currency
and even applying for your
Electronic Travel Advisory hefore
your overseas trip.

Almost six years ago I wrote in
my fortnightly column about
leaving my wallet at home and
going cashless.

Six years ago, Malaysia was rid-
ing the global digital transaction
trend. E-wallets and smartphones
were starting to play an increas-
ingly significant role towards a
cashless future. And for the pur-
pose of that column, I jumped on
the bandwagon - left home with-
out cash and spent the day only
using my e-wallet for transac-
tions.

Fast forward to the present and
just about every business will
either offer you a cashless option
or in many cases only accept
e-wallets.

And where once the young
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On your side

digital-savvy Millennials and the
Gen-Zs embraced cashless whole-
heartedly, now even Gen-Xers
and Baby Boomers have adapted
to this rapid digital change and
find it convenient to go cashless.

Malaysia is steadily transform-
ing into a cashless society, with
digital payments now dominating
everyday transactions across
urban centres and increasingly in
rural areas.

What began as a government
ambition under the Malaysia
Digital Economy Blueprint has
accelerated into a tangible reality,
driven by convenience, infra-
structure, and necessity.

Recent data paints a clear pic-
ture of this shift. In 2025, nearly
three in five Malaysians (around
60%) used digital payment meth-
ods regularly, according to Ipsos
Malaysia’s report on the non-cash
economy.

E-wallets have emerged as the

star performer, with usage surg-
ing 14% year-on-year.

Among younger Malaysians
aged 18-34, e-wallets power the
majority of food and beverage
purchases (75%) and retail trans-
actions (65%).

By late 2024, over 90% of citi-
zens reported using an e-wallet at
some point, and per capita e-pay-
ment transactions climbed to 409
in 2024 - a 19% jump from the
previous year, per Bank Negara
figures.

Cash, meanwhile, is receding —
ATM withdrawals fell to just
49.8% of the market share in
2025, down from over 63% in
2021.

In retail, reports indicate up to
80% of transactions now occur
electronically.

Government policies have been
instrumental in this transition.
Initiatives like the DuitNow QR
standard have made seamless,
cross-border QR payments possi-
ble, connecting Malaysia with
merchantsin Singapore, Thailand,
Indonesia, and Cambodia.

Meanwhile, efforts to combat
fraud have bolstered consumer
trust.

Contactless cards, mobile taps,
and instant transfers via plat-
forms like GrabPay, Touch ‘n Go
and others have become routine
for tolls, parking, hawker stalls,

and online shopping.

The benefits are evident: faster
transactions, reduced handling of
physical cash (especially post-
pandemic hygiene concerns), bet-
ter financial tracking for busi-
nesses, and greater inclusion
through digital tools.

Small vendors gain access to
wider markets, while consumers
enjoy rewards, promotions, and
convenience.

Even money changers are feel-
ing the heat. Touch ‘n Go auto-
matically converts to AliPay in
places like China, Hong Kong,
Macau, Thailand, and Sri Lanka.

In many cases the conversion
rates are on par or even better
than traditional money changers.

And if you have travelled to a
country like China, which is prob-
ably the most digitally savvy
nation on earth, you will realise
how convenient it is to have an
e-wallet because the usage of cash
is virtually non-existent.

Challenges persist. Despite the
momentum, the road to a purely
cashless Malaysia by 2030 faces
two critical challenges:

The Digital Divide: While urban
e-wallet penetration is at 88%,
rural youth and the elderly — who
make up roughly 11.6% of the
population - often struggle with
distrust of digital systems or lack
of reliable connectivity.

Security and Scams: As digital
reliance grows, so does the threat
of phishing and data breaches.

In 2025, nearly half of all con-
sumer complaints to the Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Ministry
involved online transactions.

Overall, Malaysia’s trajectory
points toward a predominantly
cashless future.

With robust infrastructure,
strong policy support, and enthu-
siastic consumer uptake — espe-
cially among the young - this shift
enhances efficiency and positions
the country as a regional digital
payments leader in Asean.

What’s next? In 2026 or maybe
early 2027, expect your salary to
be banked into your e-wallet.

This is a huge step because it
would eliminate the need to use
your credit card as payment gate-
way in your e-wallet (saving you
1% for every transaction) and at
the same time reduce the need to
constantly top up via your savings
account.

The days of fumbling for notes
at the mamak stall already feels
like a relic of the past, replaced
by a quick scan and a satisfying
“payment successful” notifica-
tion.

The journey is not complete,
but the direction is unmistakable:
Malaysia is going digital, one
transaction at a time.
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