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Sarawak to review foreign worker fee mechanism

KUCHING: The Sarawak
government will study possible
revisions to the fee mechanism
under the Foreign Workers
Transformation Approach
(FWTA) to ease the financial
burden on the business
community.

Premier Datuk Patinggi Tan
Sri Abang Johari Tun Openg gave
the assurance during a courtesy
call by the Associated Chinese
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of Sarawak (ACCCIS),
led by its president Kong Chiong
Ung at the Satria Pertiwi
Complex here yesterday.

In a statement, ACCCIS said
it had raised concerns with the
Premier over the high application
fees imposed under the FWTA,
particularly their impact on small
and medium enterprises (SMEs).

While supporting efforts
to digitalise foreign worker
management and improve

administrative efficiency, the
chamber urged the relevant
authorities to review the current
fee structure to reduce the
financial strain on businesses.
The chamber also highlighted
concerns over illegal online
gambling and drug abuse, which
it said not only affects public

safety and family well-being
but also have adverse impacts
on workforce productivity and
youth development.

“ACCCIS proposed that
the government continue to
strengthen enforcement efforts,
enhance public awareness and
preventive education, while
fostering greater collaboration
among the government, business
community and society as a
whole to address these challenges
and create a safer and healthier
social environment,” it said.

On the Subsidised Diesel
Control Scheme (SKDS), ACCCIS
said the existing subsidy quota
did not adequately reflect
Sarawak’'s vast geographical
area, longer travel distances
and challenging operating
environment.

“The existing arrangement has
placed significant cost pressures
on sectors such as construction,
agriculture, logistics and services.
Many legitimate commercial
vehicles remain excluded from
the subsidy scheme, further
increasing the operating burden
faced by businesses,” it said.

The chamber wurged the
Sarawak government to continue
engaging with the federal

government to review the
existing subsidy quota allocation
and application mechanisms,
and introduce a more flexible
approach that better addresses
Sarawak's needs.

“Such measures would help
alleviate business costs while
easing the financial pressure on
the wider community,” it added.

Abang Johari said the state
government had conveyed
Sarawak's concerns to the federal
government and hoped further
reviews and improvements
would be made to the policies.

Meanwhile, the Premier agreed
to allocate RM1.5 million to the
Bintulu Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry for the
establishment of the Bintulu
Innovation and Enterprise Hub.

The initiative aims to support
local businesses, encourage
innovation and nurture
entrepreneurs, especially among
SMEs.

ACCCIS described the meeting
as positive and constructive,
reaffirming its commitment
to serving as a bridge between
the government and business
community in  supporting
Sarawak’s sustainable economic
development.
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THE multi-agency enforcement operation conducted across Kuching.

Three Indonesians nabbed
in multi-agency ops

KUCHING: Three Indonesians
were arrested for alleged
immigration offences after

a multi-agency enforcement
operation inspected several |
foreign-operated business
premises here on Monday.

The operation, led by
the Sarawak Immigration
Department, was conducted
between 8 am and 1 pm at Jalan
Simpang Tiga, Jalan Pending
and Jalan Haji Taha to ensure
compliance with immigration and
other related laws.

Enforcement teams conducted
inspections on five premises under
‘Ops Bersepadu’ and ‘Ops Selera’,
during which 32 individuals were
screened. :

Inspections led to the arrest
of three Indonesians suspected
of committing offences under
Regulation 11(7)(a) of the
Immigration Regulations 1963
and Section 15(1)(c) of the
Immigration Act 1959/63.

Two witness summonses were
also issued to assist with the

ongoing investigation.

A total of 39 enforcement
officers from the Immigration
Department, the Sarawak
Ministry of Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living (KPDN), and the
Kuching Criminal Investigation
Division (CID) took part in the
operation. :

Sarawak KPDN director
Matthew Dominic Barin
was also present during the
operation, which also included
advocacy sessions with business
operators.

Besides immigration-related
offences, KPDN officers detected
several suspected violations ~
under the Price Control and Anti-
Profiteering Act 2011 and the
Control of Supplies Act 1961.

The Sarawak Immigration
Department said it would continue
strengthening cooperation with
other enforcement agencies to
enhance compliance with the
law and curb offences that could
jeopardise public safety and
national wellbeing.
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