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PETALING JAYA:
The Sabah govern-
ment is engaging
the Finance Min-
istry and relevant
federal agencies
over the imple-
mentation of the
targeted diesel
subsidy programme, which took
effect in the state this month, said
Chief Minister Datuk Seri Hajiji Noor
pic).

He said that following concerns raised
by various stakeholders, a follow-up meet-
ing with the Finance Ministry and Sta
and Federal agencies would be held tf
Friday, to be chaired by the Sabah State
Secretary,

“The expansion of the targeted diesel
subsidy programme to Sabah, which began
on July 1, was also discussed at a state
Cabinet meeting on July 13, In this regard,
the Finance Ministry and relevant gov-
ernment agencies have been instructed
to examine the issues further and consider
appropriate recommendations to address
the concerns of those affected,” he said.

Putrajaya introduced the BUDI Diesel
programme on July 1, under which eligible
diesel vehicle owners throughout the
country are entitled to 200 litres of sub-
sidised diesel at RM2.10 a litre

Earlier, Finance Minister [I Amir
Hamzah Azizan said Putrajaya was pre-
pared to review diesel subsidy quotas in
rural Sabah, particularly for residents who
rely on diesel-powered vehicles as their
main ll)Ulll‘ of ll.lll&pl)l'l.

He said while the government was open
to improving the implementation of tar-
geted diesel subsidies, any new mechanism
must be applied in close cooperation with
the State Government.

Amir's remarks followed calls by Sabah
DAP chairman Phoong Jin Zhe for the gov-

$i -

ernment to review the state's monthly
BUDI Diesel quota. Phoong had said that
200 litres was insufficient for many house-
holds.

State Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Industry Minister Datuk Jamawi Jaafar said
he presented a comprehensive report on
how our farmers have been affected, how
farm machinery has been impacted, how
pickup truck owners have been affected
aswell as young people who rely on pickup
trucks and jeeps for work and business

“The Chief Minister took the matter
seriously and instructed the State Cabinget
to invite the Ministry of Finance and KIBN
to conduct bricfing and engagementses
sions with civil servants and governiment
elected representatives,” he said.

Jamawi said the first session will be
held on Friday at Menagd Kinabalu with
heads of state departments, while a secor
session involving government assembly-
men will take place on Sunday.

He said the meetings are intended te
give the federal government a cleares
understanding of the realities on the
ground since the BUDI Diesel scheme came
mto effect,

According to jamawi, Sabah's geography
and long travel distances result in fuel
consumption patterns that differ signifi-
cantly from those in Peninsular Malaysia
requiring a more tailored approach (c
subsidy implementation.

“We are not the same as Peninsula:
Malaysia. Over there, a three-hour drive
can take you across several states. In Sabah
you can drive for three hours and still not
even reach the next district. That is why
diesel and petrol usage in Sabah is differ
ent.

“We understand that subsidy leakages
must be addressed, but the burden should
not be shifted onto farmers, fishermen
food industry operators and young entre-

rencurs simply because the authoritics
ailed to curb leakages. That would not
be fair to them," he said in Ranau.

The students being taken to court yesterday.
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RM19.96m illegal goods selzed

KUCHING: The General Operations Force
(GOF) Sarawak Brigade recorded 18 success-
ful operations over the past two weeks, seiz-
ing unlicensed frozen products, subsidised
diesel, and various illegal timber and
wildlife-related products worth RM19.96 mil-
lion.

The operations, carried out across the
State from July 1 until yesterday (July 13),
involved Op Taring Bravo, Op Taring Chiller,
Op Taring Batas/Awas, Op Taring Libas, and
Op Bersepadu Khazanah.

In a news reported by TVS, Sarawak GOF
Commander SAC Lim Bak Phai said the oper-
ations also resulted in several arrests involv-
ing locals and foreigners.

He said the achievements reflected the
force’s continuous efforts in combating
smuggling activities, cross-border crimes,
and various violations of the law.

Among the biggest seizures were more
than 60 tonnes of frozen products without
permits, including chicken, pork, fish,
nuggets, and sausages, uncovered in Sibu,
Miri, Bintulu, Sri Aman and Kuching.

“Also seized were cold storage facilities,
vehicles, and processing equipment with a
total value of RM10.06 million.

“In separate operations, the GOF also
crippled activities involving the misuse of
subsidised diesel in Sri Aman and Kota
Samarahan, with seizures of nearly
16,000 litres of diesel, skid tanks, storage
tanks, heavy machinery, and other equip-
ment worth RM824,599," he said in a
statement.

Lim said Op Taring Libas and Op
Bersepadu Khazanah also uncovered illegal
logging, unauthorised timber processing,
and wildlife-related offences.

The seized illicit goods. ». )

The seizures included logs, pmc_essed tim-
ber, agarwood, swiftlet nests, freavy machin-
ery, and storage facilities. ~ -

Meanwhile, Op Ta '°n§~'Batas/Awas saw
several undocumenteg‘ihigrants detained
and smuggling attempts involving rice and
frozen meat products without permits foiled,
with mobile phones, motorcycles, and cash
worth RM783,747.40 seized.

“All arrests and seized items have been
handed over to relevant agencies, including
the Ministry of Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living (KPDN), Sarawak Veterinary Services
Department (DVSS), Forest Department
Sarawak (FDS), Sarawak Timber Industry
Development Corporation

(STIDC), Sarawak Forestry Corporation
(SFC), Malaysia Immigration Department,
Sarawak Paddy and Rice Regulatory Depart-
ment, and district police headquarters for
further action,” he said.

Lim added that the GOF would continue
intensifying enforcement operations to curb
smuggling, misuse of controlled goods, ille-
gal logging, wildlife offences, and cross-bor-
der crimes to safeguard the State’s security. -
DayakDaily
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‘Fuel subsidy system queries underway to meet Sabah's realities’

Jenne Lajiun

RANAU: Improvements to the
implementationofthe BudiDiesel
subsidy mechanism in Sabah are
expected within the next two or
three weeks following ongoing
engagement sessions between
the state state government and
relevant federal ministries.
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Industry Minister Datuk Jamawi
Jaafar said the matter was raised
during the State Cabinet meeting
after his ministry presented
findings from the recent
discussions with the Ministry of
Finance (MoF) and the Ministry
of Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living (KPDN) on the impact
of the targeted diesel subsidy

programme in Sabah.
He said the report highlighted
the challenges faced by

farmers, agricultural machinery
operators, pick-up truck owners
and young  entrepreneurs
who rely on diesel-powered
vehicles for work and business
activities.

“The Chief Minister has taken
this matter very seriously and
instructed the state Cabinet
to invite the MoF and KPDN
to conduct briefing with civil
servants and government
elected representatives,” he told
reporters after officiating the
Pasture Handover Ceremony,
Kitchen Garden Launch and
Pet Vaccination Campaign
at the Ranau Department of

v ~e

ol f ‘,l - ~\
GERRIL PAMERAN

Dun Dapur

Jamawi {front, sixth left) and other guests pose for a group photo during the community outreach in Ranau.

Veterinary Services Office here
on Wednesday.

According to Jamawi, the
first discussion involving heads
of state departments would
be held tomorrow (July 17) at
Menara Kinabalu, followed by a
session with government elected
representatives on Sunday.

The meeting would allow
the federal government to
better understand the situation

on the ground following the
implementation of the Budi
Diesel framework.

Jamawi said Sabah requires a
different approach compared to
Peninsular Malaysia due to its
vast geographical landscape and
long travel distances.

“Our situation is not the same
as that in Peninsular Malaysia.

“There, a three-hour drive can
take you across several states,

whereas in Sabah, even after
driving for three hours you
may not have reached the next
district.

“That is why diesel and petrol
consumption requirements in
Sabah are different.

During the event, his ministry
provided aid to two pasture
areas in Ranau, including fencing
posts, fencing wire, livestock feed
and grass-processing machines

to produce higher-quality animal
feed.

He also revealed that the
Kitchen Garden initiative had
received strong response, with
more than 3,000 individuals
and groups across Sabah now
participating in the outreach.

The ministry had initially
targeted 5000 Kitchen Garden
operators within five years, but
the current progress indicates
that the target could be achieved
earlier.

“Weinitially expected to recruit
1,000 new operators each year,
but judging by the enthusiasm
shown by the people of Sabah
today, | am truly grateful for
the strong support given to the
ministry’s initiatives,” he said.

Jamawi said the ministry is
developing a digital platform
known as kebundapur.com,
which is expected to be launched
within the next one to two
months to help operators market
agricultural,  fisheries and
livestock products directly to
consumers,

He said the platform will not
require a special licence, but all
products would be monitored by
the relevant agencies to ensure
compliance with quality and
food safety standards.

Also present were Paginatan
assemblyman Datuk Rusdin
Riman, Permanent Secretary
to the Ministry, Datuk Jumain
Abdul Ghani and Sabah Director
of Veterinary Services, Dr Zul
Bahar Abdul Rashid.
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Miri townhall to clarify SKDS for businesses, public

MIRI: A townhall session
will be held here on July 19 to
help residents and business
owners better understand
the implementation of the
Subsidised Diesel Control System
(SKDS) and the Budi Madani
diesel subsidy programme, said
Miri MP Chiew Choon Man.

The session, scheduled for 2pm
at the Pei Min Middle School
auditorium, aims to provide the
public with a platform to seek
clarification directly from the
relevant authorities on matters
related to the diesel subsidy
mechanism.

Chiew, also Deputy Tourism,
Arts and Culture Minister, said
the initiative was organised
following numerous enquiries
and concerns received by his Miri

Service Centre since the subsidy
mechanism came into effect on
July L

“While it is a principled move
to ensure that there are no
leakages of subsidised fuel and
for there to be targeted subsidies,
I deeply understand the people’s
concerns and worries,” he said in
a statement.

‘My goal is to ensure that
every resident and business
owner thoroughly understands
the mechanism so that this
transition can be as smooth as
possible, with minimal impact on
livelihoods.”

Chiew said representatives
from the Ministry of Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living (KPDN)
Miri branch will be present to
explain the application process

for the SKDS Fleet Card for
businesses.

Meanwhile, officers from the
Inland Revenue Board (IRB) will
set up information counters
to assist with diesel subsidy
eligibility, applications for the
additional 100 litres of subsidised
diesel for eligible pickup truck
owners, and vehicle ownership
transfer applications.

“] strongly encourage all Miri
residents who wish to gain a
comprehensive understanding of
the diesel subsidy to attend this
session,” he said.

“This townhall will not only
serve as an information and
clarification session, but also as a
platform for me to hear directly
from the people on the real issues
faced on the ground.”
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