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KPDN, KLFW partner on local product promotion

KUALA LUMPUR: The Ministry of Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living (KPDN) has forged
astrategic partnership with Kuala Lumpur
Fashion Week (KLFW) 2026 to strengthen
the promotion of local products through a
prominent fashion platform.

Its Minister Datuk Armizan Mohd Ali
said the first-of-its-kind initiative was
implemented following the launch of the
“lom Beli Produk Malaysia (JOM
MALAYSIA)" movement on June 27, which
represents a strategic transformation of
the Buy Malaysian-Made Campaign that
has been in place since 1984.

He said the KPDN-KLFW 2026 collabo-
ration formed part of the new strategy
under JOM MALAYSIA, which was not

merely a rebranding exereise but reflected
a comprehensive shiftbuilt on four key pil-
lars, namely a national movement, a
whole-of-nation approach, the inclusion of
local products and market expansion.

“This collaboration serves as a strategic
platform to elevate local products and
brands through world-class fashion events
that attract industry players, fashion
enthusiasts, tourists, as well as local and
international media.

“KPDN views the strategic collaboration
with KLFW 2026 as an initiative that aligns
with the four key pillars outlined,” he said
in a statement after attending the KLFW
2026 Official Media Conference here.

Armizan said KLFW not only served as a

platform to showcase the creativity and
innovation of the country’s fashion indus-
try, but also as a strategic avenue to expand
business opportunities, attract invest-
ments and open up access to new markets
for Malaysian products and brands.

“As one of the main highlights of KLFW
2026, a special segment, ‘Fashion Forward
Batik Malaysia’, will be introduced, featur-
ing 30 exclusive designs by 10 local fashion
designers.

“This collection showcases original local
batik textiles from Sabah, Sarawak and
Peninsular Malaysia through contempo-
rary designs, demonstrating that local her-
itage can meet the tastes of premium and
international markets,” he said. - Bernama
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KPDN terus pantau harga ayam,
telur selepas subsidi dimansuhkan

Winnie Kasmir

SANDAKAN: Kementerian Perdagangan Dalam
Negeri dan Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN) akan terus
mempergiatkan pemantauan serta pen-
guatkuasaan bagi memastikan harga ayam
dan telur yang dijual di pasaran adalah
munasabah susulan pemansuhan subsidi dan
kawalan harga bagi kedua-dua barangan
keperluan itu.

Ketua Cawangan KPDN Sandakan
merangkap Ketua Pegawai Penguat Kuasa Zon
Joe Azmi berkata pihak kementerian akan
menjalankan pemeriksaan secara berterusan
dan mengambil tindakan sekiranya terdapat
peniaga yang didapati menjual barangan pada
harga vyang terlalu tinggi atau tidak
munasabah.

Beliau berkata sekiranya hasil pemeriksaan
atau aduan mendapati sesuatu barangan
dijual pada harga yang melampau, peniaga
akan diminta memberikan penjelasan
sebelum siasatan lanjut dijalankan.

“lika didapati melanggar peruntukan
undang-undang berkaitan, tindakan akan
diambil mengikut peruntukan yang berkuat
kuasa,"katanya ketika ditemui oleh Pegawai
Khas Pusat Khidmat Rakyat Tanjong Papat
Bryan Chang di Pejabat KPDN baru-baru ini.

Sementara itu Bryan menggesa semua peni-
aga supaya mengamalkan tanggungjawab
sosial korporat (CSR) dengan mengekalkan
harga jualan ayam dan telur pada kadar yang
munasabah demi meringankan beban peng-
guna. Beliau berkata walaupun harga kedua-
dua barangan itu kini ditentukan sepenuhnya
oleh mekanisme pasaran, peniaga perlu
mengambil kira keadaan ekonomi Sabah yang
masih lembap dan tekanan kos sara hidup
yang terus dihadapi rakyat.

Menurutnya sebahagian bekalan ayam di
Sabah diperoleh dari Semenanjung Malaysia
selain diimport dari Thailand dan Brazil

™ . 1

menyebabkan kos pengangkutan lebih tinggi
berbanding negeri lain.

Katanya pelaksanaan mekanisme baharu
subsidi diesel turut meningkatkan kos logistik
sekali gus menyumbang kepada kenaikan
harga ayam, telur dan barangan makanan asas
lain serta menjejaskan kuasa beli pengguna.

“Peningkatan kos pengangkutan dan harga
bahan api sememangnya memberi tekanan
kepada para peniaga. Namun amat mendukac-
itakan apabila kos tersebut akhirnya dipin-
dahkan kepada pengguna,”katanya.

Bryan berkata kenaikan harga barangan
akan memberi kesan berantai  kepada

ekonomi kerana peningkatan pelbagai kos,

akhirnya terpaksa ditanggung oleh rak

Beliau turut melahirkan kebimbanganter-
hadap kemungkinan terdapat segelintirpeni-
aga mengambil kesempatan, dengan
menyorok bekalan bagi mewgjudkan keku-
rangan bekalan secara sen aQq) elum men-
jualnya pada harga lebiq:fggw.

Dalam pertemuan ita juga Bryan turut
membangkitkan isu bekalan beras putih tem-
patan yang disifatkannya semakin tidak men-
cukupi scjak kebelakangan ini walaupun
harganya masih dikawal kerajaan.

Beliau berkata kerajaan perlu memastikan
bekalan beras putih tempatan sentiasa men-
cukupi bagi memenuhi permintaan pasaran
supaya rakyat terus dapat membeli beras pada
harga mampu milik.

Menurutnya selain memperkukuh peman-
tauan pasaran dan penguatkuasaan, kerajaan
juga perlu memberi perhatian serius ter-
hadap kestabilan bekalan serta harga
barangan keperluan harian termasuk
mengkaji semula dasar yang memberi kesan
kepada kos pengangkutan dan logistik bagi
memastikan bekalan pasaran kekal stabil
serta mengelakkan kenaikan harga yang
berterusan.
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KPDN to monitor chlck\en egg prices

Winnie Kasmir
SANDAKAN: The Min-
istry of Domestic
Trade and Cost of Liv-
ing (KPDN) will inten-
sify monitoring and
enforcement efforts
to ensure chicken and
egg prices remain rea-
sonable following the
removal of subsidies afi \px ice contlols for
the two essential tood‘\’cm

Sandakan KPDN Branch Chief and Zonal
Enforcement Chief Joe Azmi (pic) said the
ministry would continue conducting inspec-
tions and take action against traders found
selling the items at excessively high or unrea-
sonable prices.

He said if inspections or public com-
plaints found that goods were being sold at
exorbitant prices, traders would be required
to provide an explanation before further
investigations were conducted.

“If they are found to have violated the rel-
evant laws, enforcement action will be taken
in accordance with the existing legal provi-
sions,” he said when met recently by Tanjong
Papat State Constituency Service Centre spe-
cial officer Bryan Chang at the KPDN office.

Meanwhile, Chang urged traders to prac-
tise corporate social responsibility (CSR) by
maintaining reasonable prices for chicken
and eggs to help ease the financial burden on
consumers.

He said that although prices are now fully
determined by market forces, traders should
consider Sabah’s sluggish economic condi-
tions and the continued cost-of-living pres-
sures faced by the public.

Chang noted that part of Sabah’s chicken
supply is sourced from Peninsular Malaysia,

B @ b ‘

t\addmonal supplies are imported from

g fh, and and Brazil, resulting in higher
““ransportation costs compared with other
states.

He added that the implementation of the
new diesel subsidy mechanism had also
increased logistics costs, contributing to
higher prices for chicken, eggs and other
essential food items while reducing con-
sumers’ purchasing power.

“The increase in transportation and fuel
costs has undoubtedly placed pressure on
traders. However, it is regrettable that these
additional costs are ultimately passed on to
consumers,” he said.

Chang said rising prices could create a
ripple effect on the economy, as increased
costs across various sectors would eventually
be borne by the public.

He also expressed concern that some
traders might take advantage of the situation
by hoarding supplies to create artificial
shortages before selling them at higher
prices.

During the meeting, Chang also raised
concerns over what he described as an
increasingly inadequate supply of local white
rice, despite its price remaining under gov-
ernment control.

He said the government must ensure suf-
ficient supplies of local white rice to meet
market demand so consumers can continue
purchasing rice at affordable prices.

Chang added that besides strengthening
market monitoring and enforcement, the
government should also give serious atten-
tion to the stability of supply and pricing for
daily necessities, including reviewing policies
affecting transportation and logistics costs to
ensure stable market supplies and prevent
further price increases.
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Program Pengedaran Barang Perlu
bantu penduduk luar bandar

KUALA LUMPUR: Program Pengedaran
Barang Perlu berkesan dalam menyelaras
harga barang kawalan seperti gula,
tepung gandum, minyak masak peket,
beras putih, gas memasak LPG, petrol
RONgs5 dan diesel di kawasan pedalaman
dan luar bandar.

Kementerian Perdagangan Dalam
Negeri dan Kos Sara Hidup (KPDN)
menerusi jawapan bertulis yang disiarkan
di laman web Parlimen hari ini memak-
lumkan sebelum pelaksanaan program
itu, penduduk di kawasan pedalaman ter-
paksa menanggung kos yang jauh lebih
tinggi akibat kekangan akses.

“Sebagai contoh di zon Pulau Libaran
(Sabah) harga LPG yang dahulunya
mencecah RM3g9/tong telah diselaraskan
kepada harga kawalan RM26.60[tong.
Minyak masak peket yang dahulunya
mencecah RM3.50/peket diselaraskan
kepada harga kawalan RM2.50[peket,”
katanya.

KPDN menjawab soalan Datuk Suhaimi
Nasir (BN-Libaran) mengenai langkah
pemantauan untuk mengurangkan per-
bezaan harga barangan keperluan antara
Sabah dan Semenanjung serta penilaian
impak program penyeragaman harga di
luar bandar. - Bernama
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Program pengedaran barang perlu selaras harga barang kawalan

KUALA LUMPUR:

Program Pengedaran
Barang Perlu berkesan

gas memasak LPG, petrol
RONDO9S5 dan diesel di kawasan
pedalaman dan luar bandar.
Kementerian Perdagangan
Dalam Negen dan Kos
Sara Hidup (KPDN)
menerusi jawapan bertulis
yang disiarkan di laman
web Parlimen semalam
memaklumkan sebelum
pelaksanaan program itu,
penduduk di kawasan
pedalaman terpaksa
menanggung kos vang jauh
lebih tinggi akibat kekangan
akses.

“Sebagai contoh, di zon
Pulau Libaran (Sabah),
harga [ PG yang dahulunya
mencecah RM39/tong

kawasan dan
1,532 Point-of-Sales (POS).
— Bernama

telah diselaraskan kepada
harga kawalan RM26.60/
tong. Minyak masak peket
yang dahulunya mencecah
RM3.50/peket diselaraskan
kepada harga kawalan
RM2.50/peket,” katanya.
KPDN menjawab soalan
Datuk Suhaimi Nasir
(BN-Libaran) mengenai
langkah pemantauan
untuk mengurangkan
perbezaan harga barangan
keperluan antara Sabah
dan Semenanjung serta
penilaian impak program
penyeragaman harga di luar
bandar

Menurut KPDN, sebanyak
RM250 juta diperuntukkan
bagi program itu tahun ini,
dengan 1.03 juta penduduk
di enam buah negeni iaitu
Sabah, Sarawak, Terengganu,
Kelantan, Pahang dan Kedah
telah menerima manfaat,
melibatkan 212 zon, 828
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Essential goods
distribution helps
rural folks

THE Essential Goods Distribution Pro-
gramme has been effective in ensuring
the alignment of prices for controlled
items, including sugar, wheat flour,
packet cooking oil, white rice, liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG), RONg5 petrol and
diesel, in rural and remote areas, accord-
ing to the Domestic Trade and Cost of Liv-
ing Ministry (KPDN).

It said that before the implementation
of the programme, residents in rural
areas had to bear significantly higher
costs due to accessibility challenges.

“For example, in the Pulau Libaran
zone (Sabah), the price of LPG, which
ﬁrcviously reached RM39 per cylinder,

as been reduced to the controlled price
of RM26.60 per cylinder. Packet cooking
oil, which previously reached RM3.50 per
packet, has been reduced to the con-
trolled price of RM2.50 per packet,” the
ministry said in a written reply to a ques-
tion from Datuk Suhaimi Nasir (BN-
Libaran) in the Dewan Rakyat Thursday.

The ministry said RM250 million has
been allocated for the programme this
year, benefiting 1.03 million residents in
six states, namely Sabah, Sarawak, Tereng-
ganu, Kelantan, Pahang and Kedah.

The allocation covers 212 zones, 828
distribution areas and 1,532 points-of-
sale (POS), it said.

It said RM107.3 million had been allo-
cated for Sabah this year, covering 78
zones, 228 distribution areas and 587
POS, benefiting 492,566 recipients.

“For the Libaran area, the programme
is implemented with an allocation of
RM1,76 million, covering eight distribu-
tion areas and nine POS, benefiting
17,061 residents,” it said.

To enhance the programme's effec-
tiveness and curb leakages, KPDN said it
had implemented control measures,
including establishing standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) for deliveries and
setting up Programme Monitoring and
Coordination Committees at the ministry
and state levels.

To assess the impact on target groups,
it added that the Programme Outcome
Evaluation Committee found that the
majority of respondents agreed that the
initiative had directly helped ease their
cost of living and wanted it to be contin-
ued.
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Traders urged to keep chicken
and egg prices reasonable
following end of subsidies

SANDAKAN: Traders have
been urged to exercise cor-
porate social responsibility
and maintain fair prices for
chicken and eggs following
the government's removal of
subsidies and price controls
on the two essential food
items.

Bryan Chang, Special Of-
ficer at the Tanjong Papat As-
semblyman Service Centre,
acknowledged that traders
are now free to determine
prices based on market forc-
es. However, he emphasised
that many Sabahans contin-
ue to face mounting financial
pressure amid the rising cost
of living.

He pointed out that busi-
nesses in Sabah already con-
tend with higher logistics
costs than those in Peninsular
Malaysia. The recent diesel
subsidy rationalisation has
further increased transporta-
tion and operating expenses,
contributing to higher prices
for goods and services.

"While higher transporta-
tion costs have undoubtedly
placed additional pressure
on traders, it is regrettable
if these increased expenses
are passed on entirely to con-
sumers. | hope traders will
show empathy towards the
public’s financial difficulties
and keep their prices at a rea-
sonable level," he said.

Chang also warned against

hoarding supplies to create
artificial shortages or inflate
prices, stressing that such
practices are not only detri-
mental to consumers but are
also offences under existing
laws.

Meanwhile, Sandakan Min-
istry of Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living Branch Head
Joe Azmi said the department
would intensify enforcement
following the removal of
price controls.

He said traders found
imposing excessive or un-
reasonable price increases
would be required to justify
their pricing, and enforce-
ment action would be taken
against those found to have
breached the law.

Chang also expressed con-
cern over the supply of local
white rice, noting that stocks
have recently appeared insuf-
ficient despite the commod-
ity remaining under govern-
ment price regulation.

He urged the relevant au-
thorities to ensure a stable
and adequate supply of local
white rice to meet market
demand. He also called for
periodic reviews of transport
and logistics policies to help
ease distribution costs and
prevent further increases in
food prices that would place
an even greater financial bur-
den on households, — James
Leong
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Political aide calls for fairer pricing following subsidy removal

SANDAKAN: Traders have been
urged to exercise corporate
social responsibility (CSR) by
maintainingreasonable pricesfor
chicken and eggs following the
government's decision to remove
subsidies and price controls.

Special Officer to the N.56
Tanjong Papat assemblyman
Bryan Chang said traders
now have greater flexibility to
adjust prices based on market
mechanisms.

However, he stressed that
Sabahans continue to face risin
cost of living, with high logistic
costs compared to Peninsular
Malaysia and the recent diesel
subsidy rationalisation adding
to operational expenses and

Bryan Chang

commodity prices.

“While  rising  transport
costs have significantly placed
pressure on traders, it is
regrettable if these additional
costs are simply passed on to
consumers.

“I hope traders will empathise
with the public's financial
challenges and keep their selling
prices at a reasonable level,"” he
said.

Chang also cautioned traders
against hoarding supplies to
create artificial shortages or
inflate prices, stressing that such
practices are not only burden
consumers but also constitute
offences under the law.

Meanwhile, Sandakan
Ministry of Domestic Trade and
Cost of Living (KPDN) branch
chief and Zone Enforcement
head Joe Azmi said enforcement
efforts would be stepped up to
monitor prices.

He said traders found

imposing excessively high or
unreasonable prices would
be required to justify their
pricing and and could face
legal action if violations were
detected.

Chang also woiced concern
over the supply of local
white rice, noting that stocks
appeared to be insufficient
despite government-controlled
prices.

He urged the authorities
to ensure adeguate supply to
meet market demand and to
periodically review transport
and logistics policies to prevent
further price hikes that would
place  additional financial
pressure on households.
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KPDN urged to revamp
cooking oil supply chain

PAC) has recommended
that the Ministry of Domestic Trade
and Cost of Living (KPDN) conduct
a review of the entire cooking vil
supply chain and reduce the quota
by 60,000 metric tonnes per month.

PAC deputy chairperson Teresa
Kok (pic) said this was among eight
recommendations made based
on the results of the investigation
during the proceedings on the
management of cooking oil price
controls and subsidies to be in line
with actual domestic needs to avoid
leakage and waste of public funds,

“KPDN should review the
subsidy rate of RM600 per metric
tonne to packaging companies (o be
more reasonable and competitive
in line with current operating costs
1o save public funds,” she said at
a press conference in Parliament
yesterday.

She said 10 proceedings were
held from August 5 to October
15 last year by calling witnesses
including from KPDN, the
Malaysian [slamic Development
Department (JAKIM) and the
Home Ministry (KDN) to give
evidence following the Auditor-
General's Report (LKAN) 2/2025
which found that the management
of cooking il price controls and
subsidies was unsatisfactory.

UALA LUMPUR: The
Public Accounts Committee

She said that as a result of the
investigation, PAC concluded that
the Cooking Oil Price Stabilisation
Scheme (COSS) quota was set al
60,000 metric tonnes per month
while the actual domestic needs
of Malaysians were estimated at
around 19,000 to 30,000 metric
lonnes per

“The absence of a targeted
distribution mechanism has caused
the government subsidy funds of
RM10.£79 billion for the period

2019 to February 2025 to not fully

reach the target gronp.fblhele one-
kilogramme packets of ¢
oil nmohen misused by mcligible
parties, in g foreigners and

r operators,” she
said.

Accordmg eo her there are two

packaging companics that still do
not have ancam out of
the total nine ing companies
raised by lhe rs, which
should nmhlw A

wﬂﬁmd@xw

In addition, the proceedings
found that there were serious
weaknesses in the management of
spoiled cooking ofl stocks because
there was no specific standard
operating procedure (SOP) to
manage spoiled cooking ail at the
packaging company level, which
resulted in the government still

bearing the subsidy on spoiled
stocks that would not reach
consumers.

“Ineffective monitoring at the
retailer level has resulted in the
practice of conditional sales, stock
hoarding, and sales above the
RM2.50 control price becoming
increasingly prevalent in the
market,” she said.

-She said the market share
of subsidised cooking oil at the
uﬁninglevplwu found to be

slanced, with 67 per cent of

of local government-linked
companies (GLCs) such as FGV
and SD Guthrie was only 10.6 per
cent, vhile the rest was by local

margin for repackers
whao recelved a subsidy of RM600
per metric ton was seen as too
high compared to the actual
processing cost which

was much lower, thus
increasing the burden of
government subsidies
without a reasonable
Justification for operating
costs,” she said.

She said the PAC also proposed
that KFDN ensured subsidy
payments to packaging companies
were only made on undamaged
cooking oil stocks to reduce

unnecessary excessive subsidy manipulation by irresponsible
ents. parties.
In addition, she szid the *The government needs to study
government needed to accelerate the possibility of redistributing

the transition from bulk subsidies
to fully digital targeted subsidies
through the Cooking Oil Price

the cooking oil refining quota
by giving priority to competitive
local companies to reduce the

Stabilisation Scheme System dominance of foreign companies.”
(eCOSS) to ensure that assistance she said.
was only enjoyed by eligible Earlier, the PAC presented

the PAC Statement on the

citizens and to prevent
it Management of Price =
Control and Cooking
0il Subsidies under
KPDN, which among
other things outlined
recommendations for
immediate action by
the government. -
BERNAMA
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KPDN to probe
courier franchisees’
penalty complaints

KUCHING: The Ministry of
Domesuc Trade and Cost of
(KPDN) will investigate
nts by the franchisees of
a courier company over alleged
unfair penalties imposed
franchisor, said Chong Chieng
Jen,
The Stampin MP said the
franchisees had recently raised
concerns over what they

“It is their complaint that from
time to time, the franchisar has
unilaterally imposed various
penalty schemes on their delivery
Sopiisie id axpikatir. The
oppressive an tative.
franchisees had previously tried
to negotiate with the franchisor
and objected to such unilateral
imposition of penalties, in the
name of i but
to no avail, hesaidimm
on Thursday.

The Sarawak Democratic
Action Party (DAP) chairman
said KPDN had responded to
his parliamenta h% quesﬂon
on the matter,
that the ministry had talr.en
note of the complaints and
commenced investigations inte
the franchisor.

“KPDN officers will contact the
respective franchisees to obtain
more information on the alleged
exploitation. While we welcome
foreign investment in our
country, we also want to protect
the interest of local entre
and businesses,” he said.

Chong thanked KPDN for its
swift action in addressing the
complaints raised by the local
franchisees.

According to him, the courier
operates under a franchise
arrangement. with the franchisor
being a foreign-owned company
while the appointed franchisees
are local Sarawakians and
Malaysians, Chong added that
these franchisees were ap(romted
to carry out parcel delivery
services for the company in
Sabah and Sarawak for certain
fees. with mast having joined the
arrangement in 2023 and 2024,

It is informed that the franchise

agreements in are
regulated under the Franchise
Act 1998,
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The accused being escorted
at the court yesterday.

Man fined
RM15,000
for petrol

possession
Lagatah Toyos

TAWAU: A Filipino passport holder was fined
RM15,000 or 10 months' jail by the Sessions
Court here on Thursday for possessing 1,250
litres of petrol without a licence.

Maksar Binsar pleaded guilty before
Judge Ahmad Faizadh Yahaya to committing
the offence at a water village house in Kam-
pung Terusan Hujung, Semporna, at about
9.15pm on june 4.

I'he charge stated that Maksar was found
in possession of 1,250 litres of petrol stored
in 50 jerry cans, each with a capacity of 25
litres, under circumstances that gave rise o
reasonable suspicion that he was dealing in

ythe controlled item, either by retail or whole-
sale, without a licence.

He was charged under Section 21 of the
Control of Supplies Act 1961, read together
with Regulation 3(1) of the Control of Sup-
plies Regulations 1974, and punishable under
Section 22(1) of the same Act.

The offence carries a fine of up to RM1 mil-
lion, a jail term of up to three years, or both
upon conviction.

The court also ordered the forfeited 1,250
litres of petrol to be sold, with the proceeds
forfeited to the Government. The non-con-
trolled items seized were ordered to be
handed over to the prosecution for disposal.

Semporna Domestic Trade and Cost of
Living Ministry Prosecuting Officer Zulkifli
Baco prosecuted. Maksar was unrepresented.
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Fake World Cup
jerseys worth
RM360,000 seized

NIBONG TEBAL: The Penang Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Ministry has
uncovered the sale of counterfeit
2026 Fifa World Cup jerseys and seized
7,200 jerseys worth RM360,000 from
various famous brands In a raid on two
premises in Jalan Inderawasih Indah here,

Its director 5. Jegan said in a
simultaneous raid on a business premises
and a house at 11am on Wednesday, they
arrested a 29-year-old local man believed
to be the owner of the premises that was
selling the jerseys online,

“The operation was carried out as a
result of intelligence collected for about
three weeks with the Special Branch ES of
the state police contingent headquarters,
following an increase in demand for
jerseys of teams competing in the Fifa
World Cup, which began last month,

“We are conducting test purchases
via e-commerce platforms and focusing
on sellers from Penang before
tracking down the actual location of
their operations.”

He said the man who carried out the
activity alone used the e-commerce
platform, including live sales sessions on
social media, operating from his home,
which is located about one kilometre
from the business premises, to market
the counterfeit jerseys,

Jegan said the man used the business
premises as a place to store and package
all the jerseys before sending them to
buyers by courier from a store hidden
behind the closed premises,

He also said the fake jerseys were sold
at prices ranging between RM35 and
RMS50 per piece, depending on the grade
and quality, with the man carrying out
the activity for the past few months and
making thousands of ringgit profit
every day.

legan added that the ministry
canfiscated all the jerseys for lllegally
using registered trademarks, in addition
to several business documents that were
seized to assist in the investigation.

“We believe the man obtained the
supply of all the jerseys from China at
cheap prices and further investigation is
being conducted under the Trademark
Act 2019" - Bernama
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Fake World Cup
jerseys worth

RM360,000 seized

MNIBONG TEBAL: The Penang Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Ministry has
uncovered the sale of counterfeit
2026 Fifa World Cup jerseys and seized
7,200 jerseys worth RM360,000 from
various famous brands in a raid on two
premises in Jalan Inderawasih Indah here,

Its director 5. Jegan said in a
simultaneous raid on a business premises
and a house at 11am on Wednesday, they
arrested a 29-year-old local man believed
to be the owner of the premises that was
selling the jerseys online.

“The operation was carried out as a
result of intelligence collected for about
three weeks with the Special Branch ES of
the state police contingent headquarters,
following an increase in demand for
jerseys of teams competing in the Fifa
World Cup, which began last month.

“We are conducting test purchases
via e-commerce platforms and focusing
on sellers from Penang before
tracking down the actual location of
their operations”

He said the man who carried out the
activity alone used the e-commerce
platform, including live sales sessions on
social media, operating from his home,
which is located about one kilometre
from the business premises, to market
the counterfeit jerseys.

Jegan said the man used the business
premises as a place to store and package
all the jerseys before sending them to
buyers by courier from a store hidden
behind the closed premises,

He also said the fake jerseys were sold
at prices ranging between RM35 and
RMS50 per piece, depending on the grade
and quality, with the man carrying out
the activity for the past few months and
making thousands of ringgit profit
every day.

Jegan added that the ministry
confiscated all the jerseys for illegally
using registered trademarks, in addition
to several business documents that were
seized to assist in the investigation.

“We believe the man obtained the
supply of all the jerseys from China at
cheap prices and further investigation is
being conducted under the Trademark
Act 2019 - Bernama
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detected

PAC: Oversupply, weak controls enabling subsidised oil misuse

THE Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) has sounded the alarm over
what it described as massive leak-
ages in the cooking oil subsidy
scheme, saying an inflated quota
of up to three times the actual
demand has fuelled abuse and
wasted billions in public funds.

PAC chairman Datuk Mas
Ermieyati Samsudin said they
found that the government's cur-
rent Cooking Oil Price Stahilisation
Scheme (COSS) quota is up to
three times higher than Malaysia’s
actual domestic demand.

She said this massive overabun-
dance of subsidised oil, combined
with a lack of enforcement and a
targeted distribution mechanism,
has led to widespread misuse of
the subsidised 1 kg packet of cook-
ing oil by ineligible parties.

“The scheme’s current monthly
quota of 60,000 metric tonnes per
month is excessive when the actu-
al domestic need of Malaysians is
estimated to be only around
19,000 to 30,000 metric tonnes per
month.

“The absence of targeted distri-
bution mechanisms has also
caused the 1kg packet of subsi-
dised cooking oil to be misused by
ineligible parties, including for-

WATCH THE [s]

VIDEO
=

TheStarTV.com

eigners and comercial sector
operators,” she said in a state-
ment yesterday.

Mas Ermieyati also said there
were serious weaknesses in the
management of damaged cooking
oil stock.

As a result, she said the govern-
ment continued paying subsidies
on damaged cooking oil that
would never reach consumers,
resulting in unnecessary public
expenditure,

She noted that as a result, an
estimated RM10.879hil in govern-
ment subsidy funds did not fully
reach the target groups of the sub-
sidy from 2019 to February 2025.

The lack of enforcement also
impacted consumers, with Mas
Ermieyati noting that weak moni-
toring at the retail level had
allowed conditional sales, stock
hoarding and sales above the con-
trolled price of RM2.50 to become
increasingly widespread.

Profit margins for repackers
receiving subsidies of RM600 per

metric tonne are considered too
high compared to actual process-
ing costs, which are much lower,
thereby increasing the govern-
ment’s subsidy burden without
reasonable justification for oper-
ating costs.

“Worryingly, foreign compa-
nies control 67% of the subsidised
cooking oil refining quotas, while
local government-linked compa-
nies like FGV and SD Guthrie only
hold 10.6%,” she said.

As such, the PAC has suggested
eight changes, including a thor-
ough look at the whole cooking oil
supply process and cutting the
monthly quota from 60,000 met-
ric tonnes to better match what
people actually need to stop waste
and save public money.

It also urged the Domestic
Trade and Cost of Living Ministry
to review the subsidy rate of
RM600 per metric tonne provided
to packaging companies to ensure
that it is more reasonable.

“The ministry should stipulate
that subsidy payments to packag-
ing companies are made only for
cooking oil stocks that are not
darnaged, to prevent unnecessary
and excessive subsidy payments,”
she said, adding that the govern-

ment should also expedite the
transition from a blanket subsidy
systemm to a targeted subsidy mech-
anism which is fully digital, such
as through the eCOSS systern.

Ten proceedings were conduct-
ed between Aug 5 and Oct 15,
2025.

The PAC had summoned the
Domestic Trade and Cost of Living
Ministry, the Home Ministry, the
Department of Islamic
Development Malaysia, the
MalayanEdible OilManufacturers’
Association, the Palm Oil Refiners
Association of Malaysia, the
Malaysia Retailers Association,
the Federation of Malaysian
Consumers Associations, Mydin
Mohamed Holdings Bhd, and
Felda Global Ventures Holdings
Bhd as witnesses.

The parliamentary committee
had initiated the probe after the
Auditor General’s Report Series
2/2025 report found weaknesses
in the management of the cooking
oil price control and subsidy pro-
grammes.

FORMORE:

See page 14
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KUALA LUMPUR (July 16): The Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) has called
for an overhaul of Malaysia's cooking oil
subsidy management system after finding
that the current mechanism has failed to
ensure government subsidies reach their
mtended beneficiaries.

PAC chairman Daruk Mas Ermievau
Samsudin said the absence of a target-
ed distribution mechanism had resulted
i the government’s RM10.879 billion
spending on cooking oil subsidies berween
2019 and February 2025 not fully bene-
fitting the target group.

She said the current Cooking Oil Price
Stabilisation Scheme (COSS) also allocates
amoenthly subsidised cooking oil quota thar
significantly exceeds actual domestic de-
mand, contributing to leakages and wast-
age of public funds.

“This has resulted in subsidised kg
cooking oil packets being misused by in-
eligible groups, including foreign nationzls
and commercial operators,” she said in a
statement on Thursday.

The COSS, administered by the Minis-
v of Domestic Trade and Cost of Living
(KPDN), caps the retail price of standard
1kg packets of cooking oil at RM2.50 toen-
sure affordability for Malaysian households,

In its latest report on the Management of
Cooking Oil Price Controls and Subsidies,

PAC finds cooking
oil subsidy
oversupply and
misuse, calls for
reform

BY CHOY NYEN YlaU
theedgemalaysia.com

tabled in Parliament on Thursday, the PAC
found rhar the monthly COSS quora is set
ar 60,000 metric tons, while acrual domestic
demand is estimated at only between 19,000
and 30,000 metric tons.

The committee also noted that two of
the nine cooking oil repacking companies
flagged by the auditor general sll do not
possess halal cernficanon.

It acknowledged that the KPDIN had
developed the eCOSS system in 2023 to
monitor the supply chain of subsidised cool-
ing oil from refineries to retailers, enabling
cross-checks of supply volumes throughout
the distribution chain.

However, the PAC said serious weakiness-
es remain in the management of daraged

M/SURAT:
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cooking oil stocks due to the absence of a
standard operating procedure at the repacker
level. As a resuli, the government continues
to subsidise damaged products that never
reach consumers,

The commuittee also found weak enforce-
ment at the retail level, leading to widespread
practices such as conditional sales, stock-
piling and the sale of subsidised cooking
0il above the controlled price of RM2.50
per packet,

It further highlighted an imbalance in
the refining sector, with foreign companies
controlling 67% of the subsidised cooking
oil quota, while government-linked com-
panies such as FGV Holdings Bhd and SD
Gurhrie Bhd (K1:SDG) account for only
10.6%, with the remainder allocared to other
local companies.

The PAC also said the BMo600-per-mer-
ric-ton subsidy paid to repackers appeared
excessive relative to actual processing costs,
unnecessarily increasing the government's

subsidy burden.

E:'shtwm to reform cooking oil supply

chain

The PAC proposed eight measures, includ-

ing a review of the cooking oil supply cham

and a reduction in the monthly COSS quota

1o better match domestc demand.
CONTINUES ON PAGE 9

FROM PAGE 7

It also urged the KPDN to review
the RMA00-per-mettic-ton subsidy
paid 1o repackers to berrer align it with
current operating costs, and to ensure
subsidies are paid only for undamaged
cooking oil stocks.

The committee further recommend-
ed that the government expedite the
transition from a blanket subsidy to a
fully digital rargeted subsidy system
through ¢COSS to ensure assistance
reaches only cligible Malaysian citizens,

Among its other recommendations,
the PAC urged the govermunent to study
the feasibility of floating cooking oil
prices, taking the liberalisation of chick-
en @nd egg prices as a model wo im-
prove supply s1abalny, reduce subsidy
expenditure and encourage healthier
price competition.

The commitiee also proposed redis-
wributing refining quotas to give greater
priority to compettive local companies
in order to reduce the dominance of
foreign firms.

In addition, it ealled on the KI'DN
and the Home Ministry to strength-
en coordinated border enforcement
through grester use of technologies
such as artificial intelligence, drones
and CCTV surveillance, while enhanc-
ing compliance monitoring across the
supply chain and taking firm action
against quota holders that breach reg-
ulations.

Click to EDGE

i 12 Things You Must Know About A Stock
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BERITA ONLINE BERTARIKH 17 JULAI 2026
TARIKH TAJUK PAUTAN MEDIA
https://www.utusan.com.my/
Dua syarikat pembungkus |nasional/2026/07/parlimen-dua-
17-Jul minyak masak subsidi tiada | syarikat-pembungkus-minyak- UTUSAN
sijil halal — PAC masak-subsidi-tiada-sijil-halal-
pac/
) . https://www.malaymail.com/
e RMI0.879 bilion sub- |0y malaysia/2026/07/16/
17-Jul e yenuhn - glogn | pac-rm10879b-cooking-oil- MALAYU MAIL
P P sasa)rlang 9 subsidy-failed-to-fully-reach
-intended-recipients/227800
https://thesun.my/news/
PAC gesa KPDN rombak malaysia-news/people-
17-Jul rantaian bekalan minyak |issues/pac-calls-for-kpdn-to THE SUN
masak bersubsidi -revamp-cooking-oil-supply-
chain/
PAC syor KPDN semak
semula keseluruhan https://www.bernama.com/bm/
17-dul rantaian bekalan minyak am/news.php?id=2581605 BERNAMA
masak
https://
www.bharian.com.my/
PAC gesa tukar subsidi berita/
17-Jul pukal kepada subsidi ber- |nasional/2026/07/1588977/ BERNAMA
sasar elak ketirisan pac-gesa-tukar-subsidi-
pukal-kepada-subsidi-
bersasar-elak-ketirisan
PAC syor semak semula httos://
17-dul ‘f:rsler#;“';?(”n:gg;ak'ab”effukﬁ www.malaysiakini.com/ MALAYSIA KINI
Y g news/779857
17-Jul pef;ﬁfaﬁzgﬁhsﬁﬁﬁé? ?ﬁ'ﬂgak https://www.malaysialdnicom/ | | AYSIA KINI
masak bersubsidi news/779858
https://www.bharian.com.my/
Pemilik syarikat penghanta- berita/
17-Jul  |ran didenda RM25,000 miliki| nasional/2026/07/1588881/ BERITA HARIAN
diesel tanpa kebenaran pemilik-syarikat-penghantaran-
didenda-rm25000-miliki-diesel
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Pemilik syarikat penghanta-

https://www.utusan.com.my/
nasional/2026/07/pemilik-

17-Jul |ran didenda RM25,000 miliki| syarikat-penghantaran-didenda- UTUSAN
diesel tanpa kebenaran rm25000-miliki-diesel-tanpa-
kebenaran/
Pemilik syarikat didenda http.s.://uw?anme.lavuplus.'com/
17-Jul | simpan lebih 31,000 liter pem'l';';'fhvzrl'gaot(;dl'if:r“jf;;rl“pa”' UTUSAN MELAYU
diesel bersubsidi - — -
bersubsidi/
https://
KPDN Labuan perkukuh TUDS./] .
hubungan strategik dengan www.borneodailybulletin.co
17-Jul Peiabat Pusat Khidmat Par- m/kpdn-labuan-perkukuh- BORNEO DAILY
] limen hubungan-strategik-dengan
-pejabat-pusat-khidmat-
KPDN Busts Subsidised | https://www.bernama.com/en/
17-Jul | Diesel Syndicate ,Halts RM crime_courts/news.php? BERNAMA
30,000 Daily Leakages id=2581248
https://
Sabah expects refinements |www.theborneopost.com/2026/
to BUDI Diesel subsidy 07/16/sabah-expects-
17-Jul mechanism in two to three refinements-to-budi-diesel- THE BORNEO POST
weeks subsidy-mechanism-in-two-to-
three-weeks-says-minister/
KPDN, KLFW 2026 jalin ker-| "2s://wn.astroawani.com/
17-Jul | jasama perkasa promosi berita-malaysia/kpdn-klfw-2026- ASTRO AWANI
roduk tempatan — Armizan jalin-kerjasama-perkasa-promosi-
P P produk-tempatan-armizan
https://berita.rtm.gov.my/
Industri fesyen berpotensi |nasional/senarai-berita-nasional/
17-Jul muncul pemacu baharu per-| senarai-artikel/industri-fesyen- RTM
tumbuhan ekonomi negara —| berpotensi-muncul-pemacu-
Armizan baharu-pertumbuhan-ekonomi-
negara-datuk-armizan/
https://www.hmetro.com.my/
KPDN, KLFW 2026 jalin ker-| mutakhir/2026/07/1385283/
17-Jul |jasama promosi produk tem-| kpdn-kifw-2026-jalin-kerjasama- HARIAN METRO

patan ke persada dunia

promosi-produk-tempatan-ke-
persada-dunia?source=widget
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KPDN, KLFW 2026 jalin ker-

https://www.hmetro.com.my/
mutakhir/2026/07/1385283/

17-Jul [jasama promosi produk tem-| kpdn-klfw-2026-jalin-kerjasama- HARIAN METRO
patan ke persada dunia promosi-produk-tempatan-ke-
persada-dunia
https://
KPDN, KLFW perkasa RS-/
’ www.kosmo.com.my/2026/
17-Jul |produk tempia(;tgglke pasaran 07/16/kpdn-KIfw-perkasa- KOSMO
9 produk-tempatan-ke-
, . https://
Industri fesyen berpotensi DS/
17-Jul jadi pemacu baharu WW"V/-}S??W?‘?-][”V/2026/O7 TVS
ekonomi negara Industri-tesyen-
berpontesi-jadi-pemacu-
https://
KPDN, KLFW berganding www.utusan.com.my/
17-Jul |angkat jenama tempatan ke [nasional/2026/07/kpdn-klfw- UTUSAN
pentas dunia berganding-angkat-jenama-
tempatan-ke-pentas-dunia/
https://
Kolaborasi KPDN dan  |www.astroawani.com/video/
KLFW 2026 perkasa produk| kolaborasi-kpdn-dan-klfw-
17-dul serta jenama tempatan ke |2026-perkasa-produk-serta- ASTRO AWANI
segmen premium jenama-tempatan-ke-
segmen-premium
https://
KPDN essential goods distri- themalaysianre-
17-Jul b_utlon programme efffect_lve serve.com/2(_)26/07/16/kpdn THE MALAYSIAN RESERVE
in standardising prices in -essential-goods-
rural areas distribution-programme-
effective-in-standardising-
Program Pengedaran Ba-
i rang Perlu Berkesan https://bernama.com/bm/
17-dul Selaras Harga Barang Ka- | am/news.php?id=2581662 BERNAMA
walan Di Pedalaman -KPDN
Essential Goods Distribution
L https://www.bernama.com/
17-Jul Programme effective in en/general/news.php? BERNAMA

standardising prices in rural
areas

id=2581644
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KPDN siasat JT Express su-

https://utusansarawak.com.my/
kpdn-siasat-jt-express-susulan-

17-Jul |sulan aduan francais Chong - : UTUSAN SARAWAK
. aduan-francais-chong-chieng-
Chieng Jen :
ien/
https://
Harga ayam dan telur tidak (jesseltontimes.com/2026/07/16/
) lagi disubsidi, peniaga harga-ayam-dan-telur-tidak-lagi-
17-dul diseru kekalkan harga ber- | disubsidi-bryan-chang-seru- JESSELTON TIMES
patutan peniaga-kekalkan-harga-
berpatutan-demi-rakyat/
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